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A NOTEL: 


IN FOUR YOLUMES. 
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Let ſuch teach others who themſelves excel, 
And cenſure freely who have written well. 1 
Authors are partial to their wit, tis true— 1 
But are not Critics to their Judgement too? 
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ever been to me a kind of ſecond con · | 
ſcience, and often induced me to 
| right, when I might otherwiſe have fallen 
into innumerable errors; and as that of - 
yours and Lady Willoughby's is parti · 
cularly eſſential to my happineſs, you 
will as bene your laſt OY gave 
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EL 24 RAYNSEORD PARE. ĩð 
not deferye half the kind things you ſay 
1 and think of me, but I will endeavour 
d 0ũdj merit applauſe ſo grateful to my heart. 
The hiſtory of yout fair recluſe was dou- 
bly intereſting to me, as there is a kind. 
of ſimilarity in our fituations ; we have 
both ſuffered from an unfortunate attach- 
ment, and it is as much my duty to for- 
get Hamilton, as it can be hers to baniſh 
1 „ Henry from her remembrance.— 
Nleeither of us could have choſen a better 
ob a gentler monitreſs than you; but 1 
have the advantage of knowing my 
| Greet friend practiſes the precepts ſhe 
dd th 
„d Aelightod with this LR we 
| | place, that I almoſt regret t the neceſſity 
of leaving it, which, in purſuance of our 
| plan, we muſt do in a few days. Lady 
Anne is one of thoſe characters Which, 
=: hom being more marked by eſtimable 
'F than by ſhintng qualities, improves upon 
ee, „ and appears to greater ad- 
| vantage 
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| vantage in het own houſe, than in-any* 


other ſpot: her liberality and benefi- 
cence render her the gbject of univerſal 

affection the poor conſider her as their 
| general patroneſs, and are ever ſure ot" 
meeting relief at her hoſpitable manſion; 
and every individual of her acquaintance” | 
regard her as their beſt friend and kindeſt 
. neighbour. I have learnt one rule from 
this truly excellent woman, which 1 am 
determined to adopt whenever it is in 
my power that of perſonally viſiting © 
thoſe objects who are in any Jai” 
diſtreſs : by this method, the danger of 
impoſition i is not only avoided, but the 
heart, more deeply affected at the fight 

of a fellow-creature's wretchedneſs, than 
it can be by the mere recital, is doubly * | 
; ſolicitous 0 relieve it. Her conduct, 
and that of your father s and Lady Wil- 
5 loughby' s, with reſpect to common beg : 
gars, ſhall be my conſtant guide, as ijt 
does not SOON her from affording g every 
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aſſiſtance, which diſtance or accident. + 
makes it impoſhble for her to witneſs. 

When l firſt caqe to the caſtle, Miſs 
 Lloydwas my favourite; but though ſhe: 
has not loſt, her younger ſiſter every day ; 
gains ground in my affections, and 4 


ſcene which I was preſent. at, four days 


 fince, has fixed her for ever in my eſ- 
teem: but before I' relate this, I will 
give you a flight ſketch of their different 
Characters. Matilda is extremely: lovely 


erfectly amiable, a little romantic, 
and; perhaps too ſerious for her time of 
life; but this, till very lately, J attri- 


buted, as well as the dejection which 


often appeared in her countenance, to a 
conſtant ſtate of ill health, which ſeemed 


to baffle every remedy, and I thought 


muſt end in a decline; thigg and the 
patience with which ſhe bore it, attached 


me to her ſo tenderly, that Fa anny often bs: 
95 85 good-naturedly reproached me for. my 
partial eee which I never de- 
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-nied; 7 fob! 1 did not then wats} mat 
e the appearance of g I 
and a propenſity to ſati 
"; 1 _ heart replete with ten t 
. -. 2FOUS ſentiments, and a mind at once in- 
74 formed and innocent. There is a naivere 
1 8 in her manner, which, till you arg per- 
fectly acquainted with, makes it im- 
ble to diſcover that her underſtand- 


L inclination Which ſhe too often in 


of 


has, young as the is, 
many enemies. I have endeavoured to 
convince her of the folly and danger of, 
giving way to this foible, and I ho 
- with ſucceſs. The firſt trait in her cha 


__ unaffe&@ pleafure with which ſhe ac- 
nn 5 ; knowledged her ſiſter's ſupexiority in 
point df 

s . .tenderneſs $ with which ſhe watched OO 
tum r of her diſorder. In the moſt un. 


#5 75 
- * 
| * RB 2 . 
” 1 + . - 
7 F 3 : 
«<< 3 : 
= Y — 
. 
- A 
. * 
* 
— 
% 
1 — 
* 
* 
+ 4 


' 


ing is above the common level; arid the. 


In 


-  -of laſhing the follies of her acquaintanee, 55 


rater that engaged my eſteem, was the 


onal attractions, and te 
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Janie flow of her ſpi pirits, 1 have ſeen 
her change colour, and the tear ſtart into 


her eyes, if Matilda uttered a complaint, 


or appeared in any degree worſe than 


uſual; and ſhe would at any time give 
up the moſt lively party, or agreeable 
entertainment, if her ſiſter was too ill to 


accompany her. This amiable but ec- 
centric girl was bred up by an aunt, who 
died only four years ago; ſo that though 
Iknew Lady Anne and Matilda from 
my childhood, I never ſaw her, till ſhe 
came with them laſt ſummer. to Mr. 
Vernon's. My mind was at that time 


too much engroſſed by one object, to 


pay attention to any other; and imagin- | 

ing my neglect. aroſe from motives of 
pride, ſhe gave-herſelf no trouble to ob- 
tain my eſteem : we conſequemtly parted 


in Devonſhire, and met again at Bath, 


with equal indifference; but the time I 
chere devoted to her mother and ſiſter, 
ye EINE opparcunities of obſerving 
the 


— 
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hs real excellence of her diſpoſit tion; 
and pleaſed with the change this diſco- 
very made in my behaviour, ſhe loſt all 
her former coolneſs, and attached herſ elf 
to me with that-fervor which particularly = 
marks her character. When we arrived 1 
at the Caſtle, we found Matilda conſi: 
derably better both in health and ſpirits: | 6 8 
Fanny, free from all apprehenſion on her 
account, and delighted at ſeeing us, mw" 5 ER 
way to the moſt unbounded vivacity ; "0 
yet, in her wildeſt flights, there was . — 
ways ſo much more to approve than to 3 
condemn, that my affection for her ever 
day increaſed; but by repeating a late 
converſation, and relating an event 
which immediately followed, thou * 
not connected with it, you may be ahle Ee 
to form a more perfect idea of her faults 


| and virtues, than I can give you bye the | "i 
. moſt laboured deſcription. 355 „ 
Since our arrival in Wales, our pri- 
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a ing every part of the adjacent country 
1 remarkable for the beauty of its proſpects, 5 
1 diſtinguiſhed by any ching worthy of 
occur attention. Among theſe, Fanny 
muas extremely anxious to carry us to the 
|. ruins of a fine old abbey, about twenty 
miles from the Caſtle: ſeveral days were 
” _ —- fixed on for this excurſion, but ſome ac- 
| -cident or other always intervened to pre- 
ſ-. - vent us. At length, all obſtaeles were 
ſurmounted; the weather was fine, and all 
dur engagements, as we hoped, fulfilled; 
when the day preceding that fixed on. 
. '-for our party, Lady Anne: received a 
card from a neighbouring lady, requeſt- 
ing us to favour her with our company. 
Fanny looked at her mother with a kind 
of fearful impatience; and Lady Anne, 
= after pauſing. a few minutes, ſaid; ſhe 
1 vas very ſorry to break in upon any of 
our ſchemes, but as we had ſeveral times 
| refuſed Mrs. Vaughan, without affigning 
1 "Ny reaſon, 108 u we could not do 
1 3 . d 
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40 ture on earth I Ireally 12 f it is * 
me to give a 4. 

iſs Raynsfor 
55 | er n 15 am ae ſhe will not con- 
This lady, continued 
t is a a of pride, mean- 


<< neſs, and hypocrify: if the was leſs. 
7 © unamiable, 1 ſhould: imagine 
4 had taken his idea o 


Sentiment from her: with a 
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40 ſays. if you believe her aſſertion , ſhe 
© weeps over. every dead inſe& or cap- 
© tive mouſe that falls in her way; hut 
* no one can, with truth, accuſe her of 
e waſling her fortuue, by beſtowing one 
ce ſhilling of it upon the diſtreſs of her 
« fellow creatures: in one word, her 
* ſpirit— „And by what ſpirit,” 
interrupted her mother, . are you now 
cc actuated, when you cruelly endeavour 
© to prejudice the minds of thoſe who 
« are ſträngers to her, with this unfa- 
e vourable account of Mrs. Vaughan ? 
“ Tou ought, Miſs Frances, to correct 
* the faults of your own diſpoſition, 
e and to check the unbounded licenſe 
« which you allow your tongue, before 
you cenſure, with ſuch virulence, the 
_ foibles of your acquaintance ; and 
«© you, ought alſo. to remember, Mr. 
vb Vaughan was the beloved friend of 
« your late father, and that i it is on that 
5 account I am induced to pay more 
6 regard 
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8 regard to Mrs. Vaughan, than 1 8 
ee wiſe perhaps ſhould do.“ With theſe 


Words ſhe aroſe, and leſt the room. * : 
Fanny, who cannot bear her diſpleaſure, 20 
immediately followed; and returning in 


about half an hour, with her eyes red, 
and every appearance of ſorrow for her 
late fault, begged me to walk with ber 
in the garden. When we were alone, 5 
1 have,” ſaid ſhe, << made conceſ- 
cc ſions to my mother, and ſhe has for- 
« given me; but though I was certainly 
c more violent than the occaſion re- 
6 quired, you would not, Lam fore, 
blame me, if you knew Mrs. Vaughan. | 
„% As Lady Anne is not preſent, I muſt 
d will finiſh my deſcription of her. 
cc This woman, Miſs Raynsford, though | 
FE; never. out of England, aflumes all the 
& airs of a travelled lady, and having | 
heard that Deiſm is the faſhionable re- 
| « ligion in France, affects not only 8 
Pw! * diſregard the precepts, | but to diſbe- 
k . A heve 


i 


e AA NSTORD PARK, 7 
7 . 62 lieve the doctrines, of Chriſtianity: 


© univerſal benevolence is, in her opij- 
. nion, the only true religion; and you 
. will ſmile to hear her one hour de- 
(C claiming on this ſubject,, and the next 
. deſcanting, with a thouſand times 
ee more malignity than I hope, notwith- | 
1 « © flandipg what my mother ſays, I was 
« ever capable of, on the faults and 
«6  follies of her acquaintance, even of 
cc thoſe whom ſhe ſtyles her friends: in 
ee a word, her religious opinions are 
e drawn from Voltaire; and if we may 
.* truſt ſome private anecdotes, ſhe has 
oo « formed her ideas of love on the prin- 
„ ciples of Rouſſeau.” I could not 
N help ſmiling at the ludicrous half whiſper 
; -in which ſhe ſpoke theſe words; but 1 
aſſured her it was not a ſmile of appro - 
bation, and repreſented, - with all the 
| eloquence l was miſtreſs of, the weakneſs | 
of being put out of humour by every 
*Rifling a waa and the ſtill 7% 
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exeater folly and crime f giving way w ( 

a vein of ſatire, which, if indulged, 

Would certainly end 1 in 2 ſettled habit of. "101,208 
cenſoriouſneſs. She appeared ſtuck _ 8 


— 
* 
= 


with my arguments, promiſed to t a 
particular guard over herſelf in thoſe 
points, which 1 told her, with tät, 
were the greateſt, if not the only ſhades © 
in her character; and to convince me of Tk 0 
he ſincerity of her intentions, as ſoon 8 
the ſervants were withdrawn after ee EY 
ankle acknowledged to the whole com- 1 = 
pany the fault ſhe had been 'guilty of. 
. The next day, we all accompanied Lady 5 
Anne to Mrs. Vaughan, who received = 
us with great parade and ceremony, and 5:20 
£ took a thouſand opportunities of proving 


to me that the picture Fanny had drawn | f bo ! 
Mas not a caricature, On theſe occaſions, 
: he always looked at me with ſuch -ex- 
preſſive archneſs, that it was with the ut- — 0 5 
moſt difficulty I could keep my S 5 1 
nance. When we returned, the boaſted Et 
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of the propriety of. her behaviour; but 
was told by Lady Anne, chat till ſhe had 
learned to ſet a guard upon her eyes, as 
well as upon her tongue, ſhe ought not 
to be too vain of ſo partial a reformation. 
be next day, our long · projected ſcheme 
was put in execution: we ſet out earlß 
a in the morning, and dined at a gentle - 
man's houſe about three miles from the 
ruin, where we alſo promiſed to ſleeꝑ, that 
ve might have an opportunity of enjoying 
the beauty of the ſcene by moonlight. 
8 Every thing anſwered to our wiſn; the 
party we Joined were pleaſant and agree- 
able, the evening was fine, and the ve- 
. nerable magnificence of the ruined abbey 
far exceeded my expectations; and but 
for one circumſtance which I am almoſt 
| aſhamed to relate, I ſhould ſeldom have 
., paſſed a pleaſanter day. The abbey is 
ſurrounded by woods, through which 
ſome avenues are cut, in order to give a 
view of it to the neighbouring ſeats: 
3 e Mr. 


3 ' 
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Mr. Oven; our kind hoſt, had provided 
ſome horns and clarinets, which enter- 'F 
tained us with muſic ſuitable to the 5 2 
lemnity of the ſcene, whilſt we partook |} 
of a little collation; - after which, we 
were to return to his houſe. Wiſhing for 
a few minutes to indulge my own reflec- 
tions, whilſt the reſt of the party were 
| finiſhing their repaſt, I left them unper- 
ceived, and wandered at a little diſtance 
into one of thoſe avenues I have juſt 
mentioned. The moon ſhone with un- 
common ſplendor; the aweful grandeur 
ol every object within my view; the ſo- 

lemn filence, which was only interrupted 
at intervals by the muſic, now at a con- 

ſiderable diſtance; and the whooting of 


89 9 0 


the owls from the abbey walls; all con- 
tributed to fill my mind with a kind of 
pleaſing horror, when I was awakened 
from my reverie, by ſeeing the figure of 
a man, dreſſed in mourning, croſs the 
avenue, about twenty yards from me, 5 
. 2 and 
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and hike imo the. Hiker” 8 t the 
Wood. What power has imagination 


over the ſenſes! This illuſion (for it 


could be nothing elſe) had ſo much the 
appearance and air of Auguſtus, that 1 
could not for a moment perſuade myſelf 
but it was really him; till recollecting he 
Vas at that time far diſtant from the ſpot 
Where 1 ſuppoſed I had ſeen him, and 
5 terrified by my own ideas, I ran back 
. the company; and, unable to ſpeak, 
' _ nor indeed daring to explain the cauſe 
of my apprehenſions, J fainted away. 
The efforts they made to recoverme were 
ſoon ſucceſsful; but it was with difficut- 
ty I could evade the ſolicitude they ex- 
185 preſſed to nas what. bad: alarmed me; 


T 


1 at laſt told them ie I had been fright- 
ened by an appearance, which I was 
no convinced was only the ſhadow of 
a tree; and blaming my own folly for 
1 ſo wo EY and the i * 
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„ e ee 
0 nce <1 had been guilty a in Wal ad "i 
ing by myſelf in. this ſolitary place, beg- . 
ged they would not ſuffer this trifling ac- 
.cident; to interrupt their chearfulneſs; 
but the gentlem en, from a polite atten- 
tion to me, on pretence of its being im- 
proper for us to be any longer expoſed to 
the night air, ordered the TOO - 
When I was alone with Charlotte, I 45 
lated to her the real cauſe of my. ae T | | 
Which ſhe juſtly. attributed to a raiſed 
| imagination ; ; but though her arguments 
were aided by my own reaſon, it was ſe- 
veral hours before I could compoſe my- 
ſelf; nor has my mind, even now, en- 
tirely loſt the impreſſion made on it bx 
the illuſion of fancy, and that the . 
ance I thought I ſaw, was an illuſion, I 
am perfectly convinced. Hamilton is, 
in all probability, ſtill at Briſtol; but 
ſhould he be returned to Wales, his ha- 
bitation is, 1 know, man many miles diſtant 


from. the abbey... Whats . could 1 


1 ; j | 2 5 oflibly. 
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| poſlibly bring him at ſuch an [owr't bn 
ſuch a place? To confeſs the truth, the 

© idea which ſtruck my mind, and really 

occaſioned my fainting, was, that he 
was no more, and that the viſion which 
glided before my eyes, was intended to 
give me this melancholy. information. 
But what a vain, what a romantic idea 
Was this Supernatural appearances are, 
I am inclined to think, ſometimes per- 
mitted on very great and important o 

caſions; but can I be ſo weak as to;ima- _ 
gine, the ſpirit - of Hamilton would re- 

turn to this ſublunary world, merely to 
terrify the woman it once fondly loved! 
bis Fortunately for me, the opportunity 
which was ſoon allowed me of being in- 
ſtrumental to the happineſs of one to 

whom I am extremely attached, gave a 
new turn to my ideas, and diſſipated the 
gloom which, notwithſtanding all my 
endeavours, the adventure in the wood 
fixed 1 15 my ſpirits. Two ous after 
Our 
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our return to the Caſtle, Fanny ran hat: 


tily into my apartment, and begged me 
to come to her fiſter, who, ſhe ſaid, 
was taken ill. I followed her, and found 


Matilda juſt recovering from an hyſteric 
fit. Unaccuſtomed to this complaint, 5 
hore not knowing what remedies were 
proper for it, I requeſted Lady Anne 


might be ſent for. Oh, no,” replied 
Fanny, “ that cannot be; my mother 
. vill find out that Charles Williams is 


in the village, and we ſhall all be 
„ rvined. Why, why did he return!“ 
continued ſhe, burſting into tears; * my 


5 poor Matilda will now e into her 


4 former ill ſtate of health. Com- 
4 poſe yourſelf, my dear,” nail, cc and 
e tell me, if I may, without impro- 


cc priety, aſk the queſtion, who is 


„ Charles Williams, and why will his 
« return ſo materially affect your ſiſter ?”? 
Aland, then raiſing her eyes, gently 
ee for in adiſcreetly reveal- | 


7 n \ 


* 


8 . 
90 * 
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Hy ing a ſecret, which would. lower her in 
my opinion. Miſs Raynsford, * 3 


plied. ſhe, “ is too kind, too gentle, to 


% think the worle of you for returning 
<< the difintereſted paſſion of an amiable 


„e youth, who had once my mother's 


"6 Aion to his addreſſes. | This young 0 
e man, continued ſhe, is the ſon 


of a+ neighbouring gentleman; he 


* 


4 was, from a child, the conſtant com- 5 


40 panion of Matilda; their attachment 


to each other was encouraged by both 


et families; his father died when he was 


. about fiſteen years old, and, to tbe 
l ſurprize of all his acquaintance, left 
| « his affairs in ſuch embarraſſment, that 
nothing remained for the orphan; 
«© this misfortune was, however, com- 
e penſated by the kindneſs of an uncle, 


ho had juſt before been raiſed to tlie 
oy fee of I 7 


« Church, nga Yromiſed to give him a 
11 „ ring, 


4 8 : — 3 


7 : he took Charles under . | 
. ofotoſtign, educated him: for the : 


1 


* 350 % 


| 1 E T T's * 1 41 1 1 5 4 
« {living which, as he had a large FS . —4 
c mily of his own, was all that ould SO 4 


* expected; afid it was ſufficient to in- 9 


et duce my mother not to diſcourage his 1 
«- paſſion for Matilda, which became | 
© every day more ardent: but fifteen 1 
ee months ago, his hopes were blaſted] | 
by the ſudden death of the Biſhep ß; 
et all his intereſt expired with him; and 
cc as he had then no proſpect of having : 
«it in his power to ſupport a wife and 
* family, he generouſly acceded to Lady 
4 Anne's requeſt, and the affair between 1 
& them was conſequently | broken off; 
cc and from that time they have kept up Pts 1 1 
cc no correſpondence: My fiſter's health _ | 
4 and ſpirits were the victif s of ber ill- +. 
1 fated paſſion; but time, a8 vou know, LIEN 
& had in ſome meaſure reſtored both, 
"5:66 
« 


( 
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when this morning ſhe received a notfe 
from Charles, requeſting, in the moſt 
. earneſt manner, ſhe would ſee him 
6. for a few minutes, a as he was on the 
e „„ e 60 On 
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cc point of embarking for America, and 
c ſhould neverknow a moment's peace, 
cc unleſs allowed to take a laſt farewel 
& of one who ever was, and ever would 
os be, dearer to him an any other be- 
e ing in the world.” Poor Matilda 
wept, without deres during Fan- 8 
ny's recital ; and as ſoon as it was finiſh- 
ed, Allow me,” faid ſhe, « Miſs 
0 Raynsford, to exculpate myſelf from 


«the charge of too great weakneſs. — 
Both Charles and myſelf were ſo 


& young at the time of his father's death, 
c that 1 ſhould certainly have forgotten 5 
7 my childiſh prepoſſeſſion in his fa- 
c vor, had not my mother, who loved 


ec him with maternal affection, permit- 


<« ted him to ſpend all his leiſure time 


7 at the Caſtle ; and when I faw him 
cc return every vacation, im proved in 


£ perſon,” underſtanding, and manner, 
« and with an increafed attachment to 
© me, how could J avoid giving way 
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« to a jt 7 begun i in e and 


CC authoriſed both by duty and reaſon? 

The ſeyere ſtroke which ſeparated us, 
ce was too much for my conſtitution to 
4 ſupport: you ſaw and pitied the ef. 


ce fects, though at that time ignorant of 


ce the cauſe. When I returned from 


6 Bath, pained by the diſtreſs my illneſs 


& occaſioned both to my mother and 5 
« ſiſter, I uſed every effort to recover 
« my health and chearfulneſs; - and 
t theſe endeavours, aided by the flat- 
« tering idea that the merit of my be- 
c loved Charles muſt raiſe him up ſome 
3 powerful patron, and that conſequent- 
ly every obſtacle to our union would 
DD. be at laſt removed, were in ſome. | 
ce meaſure ſucceſsful ; but every proſpect 


* * 1 


cc of happineſs 1 is now, indeed, at an 


66 will be loſt to me for ever.“ 


- Whilſt ſhe was ſpeaking, my mind 
was forming a ſcheme, which I thought 
„ . 5 e 


end; and if he goes to ie, he ; 
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, muſt be attended with ſucceſs. I aſked 
they were certain Lady Anne had no 
objection to the marriage, but what aroſe 
"ow Mr. Williams's want of prefer. 
ment? They both replied in the affir- 


mumative: and Matilda generouſly added, 


the was ſure it was as much from tender 
neſs to Charles, as to herſelf, that her 
mother now oppoſed what ſhe had before 
not only approved of, but promoted. 
Fearful of explaining my deſign, leſt I 
ſhould raiſe hopes which might end in 
 * diſappointment, Irequeſted her to make 
herſelf as caly as poſſible, and promiſing | 
to return in half an hour, I quitted the 
room, leaving them ſurpriſed at a beha- 
viour for which they could not account. 
I went immediately to Lady Anne, ä 
. whom 1 found at work in her own apart- 
ment: after chatting a few minutes on 
indifferent ſubjects, I told her I was fear- 
ful Matilda was going again to be il. 5 
| i, maternal” "Tealings were inftantly 
„ 5 9 alanned. 8 
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ie ec It is impoſfible e N 
* a ſhe, i how unhappy I am made, 
er by the too great ſenſibility of that un- 5 
. © fortunate girl. TI always apprehended 5 
< her return of health and ſpirits would 
te be only tranſient; as I knew they ori- 
cc ginated in ſome ſecret, but illuſive, 
* hope, ſhe would. in time, relapſe into 
« all her former complaints.” She then 
repeated the relation I had juſt before 
received from Fanny; and concluded, 
by ſaying, Believe me, Miſs Rayns- | 
66 ford, 1 am not actuated by motives. 
* of avarice or ambition; my heart 
s pleeds for the diſtreſs 1 am obliged OE, 
inflict on two young people, who are 
©, equally. dear to me; but though af - 
66 -fluence is not eſſential to the happi- 
4 neſs of a married life, a decent com- 
| « petence ſurely i is. Mr. Lloyd's eſtate, - 
including my jointure, were, as you. 
40 know, both ſettled on bis ſon by a 
cc firſt marriage, who having early 
Vor. IV. 0 „ formed 
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06 e a ot. in France, has 
c conſtantly reſided there, and is almoſt 
& a ſtranger to me and to his two ſiſters. 
My late huſband's generous diſpoſi- 
„ tion, and the vexatious lawſuit he was 
engaged in, made it impoſſible for 
« him to leave Matilda more than a 
. thouſand pounds; and if I can ſave 
7 1 enough out of my income to double 
« that ſum at my death, it will be all 
e ſhe muſt ever expect. Charles Wil- 
“ liams is one of the moſt unconnected 
young men in the world; except his 
- uncle's children, who are themſelves 
but ſlenderly provided for, he has not 
e à near relation; conſequently, the ut- 
6 moſt of his preferment will be, in all 
Wo. probability, a curacy, or: a very ſmall 
e living. Judge, then, if it will be 
<c poſfible for them to ſupport, with to- 
e lerable comfort to himſelf or her, a 


„ young: woman, accuſtomed to the 


| - ce convenieneies, Hough not to the lux- 
mM uries, 1 
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e attachment to a young man, whoſe 
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667 fluence which: their manners, as well” 
as ton; 1s Mr, Williams calculated, by 
es OLE | ME. . his. | 


LETT ITE * . 
e uries, If life.” 4 Tam enkible re- 1 
| plied I, < Miſs Lloyd's perſon, birth, 
and accompliſhments entitle her to 43 
far more eligible match, in point of 


fortune; but would you conſent to 
their union, if Mr. Williams Was in 


| poſſeſſion of- a living of three or four 


hundred pounds ayear?” „Indeed 


I would,” ſhe anſwered ; « Matilda, 
though, as I. juſt now obſerved, ac- 
cuſtomed to the comforts of liſe, is 


not of an. expenſive turn; an early 


expectations were never high, gave 


her, from childhood, habits of _ 
e nomy, and a love of retirement. 


Allow me, ſald I, „ to make one 


more inquiry. Tou know my opinion 
reſpecting the clergy, and the in- 


as precepts, have on thoſe who are 
placed under their immediate direc-_ 


_ 
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et his principles, practice, and FR 
& ſition, for the ſacred profeſſion to 


1 which he has been deſtined ? c Upon 2 

* my honour,” 'replied ſhe, „I believe 

« he is; nor do I know any man who 5 
more enforces, by his own example, 


every moral and religious duty; his 


- 
9 


5 conſtant paſſion for Matilda has pre- 
* ſerved him from falling into thoſe 


cc errors to which youth is generally 


© liable; and the early diſappointment 


c he met with at the death of his father, 
“ gave his mind a proper and ſerious : 
c turn, as far from ſuperſtition on the 
* one hand, as enthuſiaſm on the other. 


« During. his childhood, and the many 


months he has ſinceſpent at the Caſtle, 
I never ſaw one fault in his dif] poſition ; 5 
e and I have · been aſſured, from un- 


doubted authority, „that his behaviour 
© atthe Univerſity was ſo exemplary, as 


. to gain him the eſteem of his ſupe- 
my riors; while the ſweetneſs of his tem- 


Tn . 9 8 „6 per, 
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5 7 blended with 4 proper degree of | 
* true ſpirit, inſured him the reſpect, as 


ec well as love, of his fellow ſtudents.” | 
—“ With ſuch a mind, and ſuch man- 
cc ners,“ ſaid I, « it js no wonder he 


; cc: ſhould have made a lively and laſting 


oy impreſſion on the mind of Matilda; 
4 and I rejoice in the hope of being 
. able to contribute to tlie happineſs of 
two young people, fo perfectly ſuited 
< to each other.” I then informed Lady 


Anne, that I had in my gift a living, 


the yearly income of which amounted W 
near five hundred pounds, which I would | 
with pleaſure preſent to Mr. Williams, 
whenever the incumbent dropped; and 
* as,” continued I, “ he is upwards of 
e eighty, and has been long ill with. the 


« dropſy and aſthma, it will not, pro- 7 


e bably, be 18 155 weeks before that 
< event happens.” The countenance of 
E Anne, as well as her words, ex- | 
1 how much ſhe was As with 


„ 
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my ppl ; « I will, ” faid ſhe, - in- 
4 ſtantly write to Charles, and inform | 
45 him of this welcome intelligence: 
but I told her, with a ſmile, ſhe might 
ſpare herſelf that trouble; and then re- 
lated all that had paſſed between her 


daughters and me, previous to my com- 


ing to her apartment. Before I had 
friniſhed my recital, Fanny entered, and 
throwing herſelf at the feet of Lady 
Anne, acquainted her, Charles was in 
the village, and implored her, with the 
utmoſt earneſtneſs, to allow Matilda to 
ſee him. And let me beſeech you, 
my deareſt mama, added ſhe, . not 
to oppoſe any longer their mutual 
_« happineſs, but conſent to the propoſal 
* I have ſo often made, and now repeat 
«in the preſence of Miſs Raynsford, of 
% dividigg with my ſiſter that fortune 
de which was left me by the too great 
oF partiality of my aunt : three thouſand 
0 pounds, added to what you can give 
LITER 4 3 
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1G AVE and the ſam ſhe is s already in poſ- | 
4 ſeffion of, will ſupport her and Charles, 


till ſome means can be thought of for 


© their future eſtabliſhment : furely, his 
merit and talents will at laſt procure - 
c him preferment ; and of what advan- 
* tage will an additional income be to 
-< me, deprived of my beloved ſiſter, 
c às I ſhall certainly be, if you con- 
et tinue to oppoſe her wiſhes?” Lady 
Anne was too much affected to return 
any anſwer; but raifing the generous 


girl, and claſping her to my boſom, I 

told her I hoped Matilda's peace and 
happineſs would be inſured, without her 

giving up any part of that fortune, f 


which ſhe ſo well knew the true value. 
'Her mother inſtantly explained theſe 
words; and ſhe was now as much elated 
as ſhe had been before depreſſed. It 
Was with difficulty we prevented her from 
running immediately to her ſiſter; but 


on EDO Anne's ſ: OY ſhe would take 6 


* 
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on herſelf che office of acquainting wor | 
wich this happy turn of affairs, as ſhe, 
- ſhould dé it in a way that would lefs 
e her ſpirits, Fanny conſented to ſtay 
with me. The tranſports. Me before ex- 


I . preſſed were increaſed, when ſhe knew 


the living I intended to give Charles was 
not more than fix miles from Raynsford 
WR We ſpent almoſt two hours in 
2 planning a thouſand ſchemes of future 
pleaſure, and then received a meſſage 
from Lady Anne, requeſting our com- 


pany in the drawing: rom, where we 


found her with Matilda and Mr. Wil- 
ams: the preſented the latter to me; 
and they all joined in the warmeſt ac- 
knowledgements for an act of friendſhip, 
which Lould not allow them to call n 

obligation, as J aſſured chem, -and/ with 
truth, that the idea of bringing any part 
of Lady Anne's family into my neigh- 


|. | bouthood, gave me a degree of ſatisfac- 


en: i en could N be Ke by 
their ; 


"LI \ ö ; * et — 


chile G8 ering beides ws! ob 1 
to me, for what was in reality a benefit 
to myſelf. Mr. Ardley and Charlotte 
had been abſent the whole morning, on 

a viſit to a lady in an adhacent village: 

on their return, they were made Ac 
quainted with every thing that had _ 
| pened, and partook of the general) Joy. 

I believe a happier party were never al- 
ſembled, than that day ſat down to dinner 
- at Mortimer Caſtle. Mr. Williams feally 
appears to deferve the character La dy 
Anne gave of him; he has a fine perſon, 
and engaging manners; and as far as 1 
can judge, oh fo ſhort an acquaintance, 

an uncommon underſtanding; This event 
will make no alteration in our Wend, 
plan, except that Charles, inſtead of e 8⁰. 5 
ing as chaplain to the regiment of . 
will accompany us in our excurſion, l 
we ſhall all now leave Scarborough A 
the ſame time. Immediately after al. 
 Denbighlkire friends return to che Caſtle, 
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© Hp manages folemajzed and as 5 
ſoon as the good old rector is rekaſed 
from his preſent ſtate of painful exiſtence, 
the whole family will come to Raynsford 
Park, if I am there; if not, to Mr. Ver- 
non's. Charlotte -has this morning played | 
Beatrice, and teized her future Benedict, 
by gravely telling him, we ſhould, pro- 
bably come back into Wales, in order 
to be preſent at Matilda s nuptials; but 
I have made his - heart eaſy on this 


point, and engaged my word to be in 


\ 


| London the third week in September, 


and that Charlotte ſhould: give him her 
hand; ina month from that time. The 
tender intereſt I take in the welfare of 
this amiable circle, has already been ex- 
wemely beneficial tome; and if I am at 
any timE more depreſſed than I ought to 
be, I have one delightful, and, I hope, 
certain reſource, the idea that every day 
brings me nearer to the happineſs. of ſee - 
ing you. and Lady wen, ; and 
4 if {arts 1 | 
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1 on heart, my beloved friend, will, 

I am fure, bleed for your Harriet, 3 
3 the danger and diſtreſs I have 
been again expoſed to, by the villany 

of Evelyn; and you will adore with me 
that Providence, which not only defeats 
his machinations, but conſtantiy makes 
them productive of ſome benefit to the 
object of bis illicit purſuits. The firſt 
attempt he made 0 get me into his 


1 Ry 07 ne: * power, 


* 


Janis: one ks, ve fallen Hicks a 
tue, was not an abandoned chäracter; 3.5 
and this, which I flatter myſelf will be 
the laſt, may be the means of raiſing me 
toa happineſs, to which, a few. weeks 


ago, I dared not aſpire, even in thought; 


but 1 ſhall only embarraſs 8 myſ elf, and 
perplex you, if, contrary to my uſual 
e I dwell on the concluſion of my 
adventures, without 1 the ae 
eircumſtances. 8 ph} 
For ſome time paſt, my vis 10 N 
lade have been attended with ſo much | 
inconvenience, from the taking dow-ũů?’2s 
of feyeral old buildings adjoining ihe” 
"convent, that Lady Willoughby. per- 
ſuaded me to diſcontinue them, till this 
impediment was removed; yet, not ima- 
gining 1 10 
ger, by wall ng che length of the ſtreet 
to and from the carriage, and unwilling 
that a | rifling VOY" ſhould deprive 7 
£ „ . *® RE . W the '- 
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be expoſed to any dan- 
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+ lovely nun and myſelf - of the a- 
faction we felt in each other's ſociety, 1 
| begged her: Ladyſhip to diſpenſe wth. 
| my compliance in this point, and- ſuffer 
me to go as uſual. She is too good and 
indulgent, ever to oppoſe my wiſhes ; 
but how ſeverely did I regret not follow) 
. ing her advice, when a fortnight ſince, 
after ſtaying longer at the convent. than 
uſual, juſt as the portreſs had hut the 
outer gate, I was ſurraunded by four 
men, maſked and armed two of them 
ſeized the footman WhO attended me, 
and, as I have ſince learnt, bound and 
gagged him, and then conveyed him to 
a field at ſome diſtance from the 1-2 | 
where he remained undiſcovered till the 
next morning. The other two effectual - 
ly prevented my calling for-afliſtance, 
by inftantly tying a bandkerchief over 
muy mouth; they then, in ſpite of all 
hes reſiſtance I could make, carried me 
8 Hen * 8 her 


who are only acq 
Paris, this ſcheme may a: 
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| a very $60 one, and was then more | 
fo, 
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the i inconvenience”. - 


_ fight, | except 
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of my power to ſpeak;3 - 
indeed, I was ſcarcely. able to breathe; © 
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ing how wonderfully 2 bad boen "Ig 5 
uuxered from a ſimilar diſtreſs, endea- 
pvoured to obtain that fortitude which 
Vuoas abſolutely neceſſary in my preſent 
fſtuation. My vile companion, who, 
tom the firſt, I was convinced cou¹d be 
no other than Evelyn, obſerved a pro- : 
; N | found filence, till at ſome diſtance from. 
\ © the town, we turned into a bye and un- 
©. frequented'road; then taking the hand 
Feſrchief from my face, and throwing his 
arts about me; he congratulated himſelf = 
NE ſucceſs of his ſcheme; and ſwore 
- | neither man or devil ſhould again rob 
3 him of the fruits of it. Jet, conti- 
. nued he, 50 though 1 am now maſter of 
your deſtiny, in a foreign country, 
Who, > ee you cance expo eee 
| 4 ae have met with in your qwn,. 
my weak and fond heart ſtill impels 
Woof < me to offer you thoſe terms you ſo of- 
3 . ten rejected; it 18 at your own option 
3 1. * either Wy: miſtreſs or my flave. - 
„ Je 7 gt 66 i | 


« plats return to a 
00 ought long ago to have i in 
t remem 5 See 


« . you __ take 
ſequence of your own. folly.” 


| # RAYNSFORD' PARK.” 


5 4 x 


ſtor me to liberty; ut if you at. 
40 ; tempt to offer me any perſonal indig- 
ec nity, by every thing that is good and 
6 ſacred, I will run every hazard to 
6; repel your inſolence, even e 
c your life or my own ſhould be the 
“ ſacrifice; Perhaps you Gerend dune 
65 gentleneſs of my temper; but re. 


_ .** member, the mildeſt diſpoſition, 


. when rouſed by real e = 
tc ever the moſt determined.” be 
and cowardice are always, I ene 
in ſome meaſure blended; This threat, 
and the manner in which Thad ſpoke it, 
ſo different from what he had ever be- 


fore ſeen me aſſume, ſtruck him with 


awe: he inſtantly changed his. mode of 


behaviour ip a more reſpectful one; aſ- 


ſured me he was incapable of offering 


me thoſe inſults 1 ſeemed to apprehend; 
and appealed to the delicacy of his con- 
duct, during the time we were at Mrs. 


8 e As a 


125 5 * was Fg 8 is Fun to convey >: 
. you to ſome place, where, free from 5 
00 6 „and Wilk ed by the 
5s curſed advice of thoſe people you call 


- « your m you an nad: hr: , 4 i 


* 


» 


7 


; : obdurate heart. 7 
I will 
; not ſimilar to 
what I have many. times related to you 5 . 
s time, the chaiſe: drove © 
on with the expedition, only 
| | ſtopping once or twice to change horſes, 
: ich were waiting for us at ſome hovels 
7 | 


— 
„ 


„ RAYNSPORD 'PARK. | 
rempring 1% The return of day ſevinelt 0 
to inſpire me with new hopes; but after 
we had purſued our journey for moe 
than ſix houts, though my mind was un- 
ſubdued, I began to grow faint and fa- 


2 _ rigued. During the night, Evelyn had 
. frequently requeſted me to partake of 


ſome refreſhments he had provided in 
the carriage; but thisI abſolutely refuſed. 
About four o'clock, we approached 'a 
ſtream, which appeared to have over. x 
flowed its banks: the three men in 
maſks ſlill· attended us; and to one a - 
them, who acted as à guide, the firſt 
. poſtillion called, to inquire if the water 
was fordable? The fellow, ſwearing at 
him for a coward, replied, Ves, and in- 
ſtantly plunged into it. The other, 
_ piqued at this reflection, immediate] y 
followed; and in leſs than two minutes 
wie were all i in the utmoſt danger of pe- 
ö riſhing. Mr. Evelyn, with the bittereſt 
imprecations, ordered the poſtillion to 


* 


frightful violence, 


5 rode him was thrown into the water, 
1 which ran with, ſuch force agaii 
| nat had we not, on the 
: danger, taken the precaution 


pening bot doors, to give it a free 
age, we muſt have been inevitably 
== 2... overturned. . I now believed there was | 
not more than. a moment between me 

a aid eternity, and endeavoured to employ 
that moment in a manner ſuited to tl 2 


4 aweful occaſion. -I told Evelyn. 1 forgave 
him all the evils he had brought „ 


* 


me; and begged 
EIN R of Heaven; at the ſame i 


* 


N 


own eyes, 4 ſaw : 4 boat © com- 
ing cowards us, from the op poſite bank, 
: with incredible ſwiftneſs. My ee 
1 3 were immediately changed 
fervent thankſgivings, - 1 felt i in- 


to implore the 
nt, 5 


* 
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EY 6 RAYNSFORD' PARK. : 
[ pired wich new hopes of life and K es: 
| 7 al giving way to an irreſiſtible impulſe, | 
for which I cannot account, as it was 
certainly ſafer to remain in che carriage, 
1 9 ſprang from ity and plunged into the 
| | water, as if 1 meant to accelerate my 
* | deliverance by this raſh action. From 


that time, I knew nothing: that paſſed, 
is till I found myſelf placed on a bed, -fur- 
rounded by ſeveral women, WhO were 
uſing every method to recover me. My 
| apprehenſions returned with my ſenſes, 
and were almoſt inſupportable; when 
booking up, I thought I ſaw the dreaded 
is Evelyn Randing at a little diſtance. Sick- 
5 ening at the fight, 1 again cloſed my 
eyes, and begged the women to inform 
me, if I was ſtill in his power; telling 
them if I was, I could not thank them 
bor the care chey had taken of me: but 
Judge, if you can, of my joy, my aſto- 
niſhment! when, inſtead of my deteſt- 
5 9 couſin's OR” T heard one which 5 
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the happineſs of 


| ot believe what 1 


illuſon: but at length, re- 1 
enim 


7% 


1 Ri 5 
With en which, 
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deliverance from a ſituati, m,; to which 
e. was far preferable... Call not, 
Wy replied, '<< by the name of obligation, | 
« What 1 ſhall ever conſider as the 
3 | greateſt happineſs and bleſſing te - 
ſelf; or, | if you will regard it in that 
< light, it is in your power amply. to re- 
<. pay. me,#by conſenting, to the requeſt 
Jam going to make; you. have. been 
6 diſtreſſed, barraſſed, and alarmed ; 
, Endeavour to. compoſe yourſelf, and 
| 66 to; baniſh every uneaſy idea from your 
- & mind ; ſuffer the ſurgeon, whom I 
0 expect every moment, to wait on 
4e. vou; and reſolve to comply with the 
«, methods. he. ſhall preſcribe, that I 
« may not be made wretched, by the 
46 apprehenſion of your ſuffering 1 in fu--  - 
4 ture from the late dreadful accident.” 
Charmed witk his appearing ſo intereſted 
in my recovery, 1 promiſed, implicit obe- 
dience: but, ſaid I, 5 in order to 
64 obtain the repoſe you. ſeem. to dar 
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5 i ſenger to #17 r L beloved Tay Wi 


done; let pee 

Le che obligation you have 3 

85 e mene bx, diſpate 

2 y, 0 relieve.  ANXIELY/ 

5 1 55 ue muſt be in 2 account,” 

ml. have,” ” ſaid, he, % man and 
<* horſe ready. for that. pup 0 le; and 
£ c © only waited , till you were recoyered 


« fi mm that * rming fainting, i in which 
continued ſo long, 


= 
* 
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75 Jon gon 4 
1 0 deſ al 


L ted 


1 began | 
: C 5s 4 


and he immediately quitted - the room: 
feeling my pulſe, 
ag Wb I was in 


attention, | on, the e ſurgeon was. announced, 


e following 
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| is, Who were anxious to ſee me. e | 
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. 'yourable accbd 0 Ger Ke. ved from out 
1 & attendants. | "He then conducted me 
cdi Counteſss Apartment, Who, with 
5 her fon, received me with every polite 
SE: | he friendly mark of attention. The 

former is a finegraceful woman; though 

©. far advanced: in life ; and the latter, a 

Pilweaſant lively young man, with more of 
. the Frenchman than the Italian I 
3 manner. I returned my acknowledge- 
3s ments to the Counteſs for che aſylum 1 
. found in her houſe, and the kind- 
neſs I had been treated with; and ſhie re- 
pPfed, by lamenting, that from being 

OM + Confined to her bed, it was not in her 
1 power to pay me the perſonal attendance | 
Fo the ſo much wiſhed ; but added, ſhe | 

hoped Lord William and her ſon would 

fupply! her place, and omit nothing that 
would contribute to my comfort and ſa - 
tisfaction. As 1 ſaw ſhewas' in pain „ and 

| feared the preſence of a ſtranger might 
be a re raint to her, * wich 
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vou why. I left 
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. RACNSEORD: PARK, 


nt kite wilt he Counteſs and her 


10 ſon :" from henee, determined to 
„ go to Naples; but a letter, which 
«was forwarded to me the day before 
6. yeſterday, changed my plan, and 1 


| | is . reſolved to ſet. out directly for Flo- 
. rence. Juſt as 1 arrived at the ſtream 


1 c Which had nearly proved fatal to you, 
- «but which is fordable a quarter of 'a 
« mile farther; my carriage was ſtoppecd 


1 Hp t by a man on horſeback;' whoſe fea- 


 3*"tures 1 inſtantly recollected, andaſked 
Ie! him if he had not once lived a ſervant 
ee with Mrs. Granville, Lady Willough- 
1 by's. mother? Inſtead of replying to 


1 oy WT my queſtion, the fellow implored me 


4 Ar aſſt a young lady, who'wag in the 

© utmoſt | danger t periſhing in the 

5 Water; j adding, i „5 "the Was drowned, 
„ he ſhould never forgive himſelf for 
3 a 4% having aſſiſted Mr. Evelyn in carrying 
. her off. At the name of Evelyn, my 
ee ran cold wich e ; 


3 Fs 


- 


for 


1 
* 


abet of gu, to make 1 
AY | Ws tance: | and then thrown E 15 
1 my coat and waiſtcoat, haſtened tothe 
e water fide, determined to ſwim to 
ES... your affiſtance, and fave ey 08 
. rich in the attempt; but arrivi 1 
| N 10 © the bank, 1 fortunately dune "Ml 
| 3 e learnt. r was SOLD J 
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tt inſenſible ; bor you bad nor ben 
a moment under water, and I perceive 
. vou ſtill breathed, 1 flattered ſu 
= +, your fainting was only the effect of 
4 S terror. As ſoon as we landed, I ſent 

te off directly for a ſurgeon, of. whoſe 
i had a very high opini n, and 

F « then placing myſelf by. you in the 
Bs <, chaiſe, ,. we were conveyed: to this 
7 Mt place, which is not more than a mile 
. from the ſcene of your danger, ..In a 
e er minutes, tlie Countels's women 
s inſpired, me with new hopes, by aſ- 
= & furing me you were only in a fainting 
| „„ and whilſt they were undreſſing 
1 «and. putting you to bed, I ſent for 
| % Mrs.-Granville's ſervant, who had 
= +: been brought here by my direction, 
5 wt © and inſiſted. upon his telling me every 


. thing he knew relative to this black 
3 1 tranſaction. The fellow, without eva- 
3 fon, confeſſed the part he had taken 
13 6 in e e arms: attempt made 
A Fe 5 195 e 
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 .  ppon you by Mr-Evelyn; dich whom "I 
4 he ſaid he now lived as a ſervants; and — 
* appeared ſo truly ſenſible of his c cinen 1 4 
e that, moved with 

| « membering how anxious he had been 7 = 


4 for your ſafety, I told him if he would C0 
. quit his vile employer, r t. | 


7 


6 land, and get into ſome hone — 
life, I would inſure him your 1 
| | ane promiſed to be nytcit 85 By = 
e friend in future. By this time; n; f 
19 % own ſervants, whom I had ſent back : 3 - | 
| 4 in the boat to ſave the other wretches, 1 1 | 
. <« returned, and informed me they had F 
=_ e preſerved Mr. Evelyn and one of the 
s poſlillions; but that the other had pe -- » 
, riſhed, beyond all poſſibility of re 375008 | 


5 7 ; and farther told me, they had, 5 F 

© at Evelyn's on requeſt; landed him "3 $4, 

« on the oppoſite bank, where, refuſing 
all farther aſſiſtance, he got to he 
« carriage, which was with "difficulty __ | 
WT extricated from the water, and, ac- P 8 
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BED "PARK. , 
eto. men, ho had 
felyes. by ſimmag their 
fre etroad to Leghorn. 
nov repented chat 1 had not, from 
We 5 motixes pf juſſice, as well as regard to 
. 0 your future eatery, ſecured your aban- 
© donec couſin 3 but it was too late to 
ue him; and every idea, except 
5 what immediately. related to you, was 
+; baniſhed from my mind. When un- 
longer to bear the ſuſpence l 
5 as in, I entered your apartment, and 
< found you {till in a ſtate of inſenfibi- 
<, lity and that even when you ſhewed 
ſome ſigns of life, your words were 
. ſo wild and „chat I feared 
84 the, error; you had ſuffered, had for 
ever diſturbed your reaſon: what 1 
«fk when convinced theſe apprehen- 
. ſions were without foundation, I will 
nor Stempt to deſcnbe.” ?: 
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6 RAYNSFORD PARK. 
7 maden your friend is coming towards 
de Us. en aroſe; and almoſt un- 
ay knowing What I did, advanced to meet 
Be =, the Count; who, addreſſing me with a 
1 2 gay air, (id, Do I not, Madam, de- 
| . ; 4 ſerve the praiſe. of diſintereſted friend: 
7" ſhip; fince I have not only given up 
. my on inclinations, but forfeited all 
e pretenſions to gallantry, by allowing 
ord William the excluſive privilege 
. of entertaining you, whom I have the 
he Honour of conſidering as my gueſt, 
*"& For o long a time; yet, if I may 
e judge by his looks, he is ſufficiently 
"ce! unreaſdnable to regard my coming 


; — To. 
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e you, Tam fire, I ſhall not jpcur the 
5 charge of impertinence, when 'T-tell 
you Lord Willoughby is juſt arrived. 
He would have accompanied me into 
YER > Iv the garden; but as he is really much 
3 7 "<<, fatigued, I ventured to aſſure him you 
| _ * would; a wave 5 the eiquere 
| . your 
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geence carried us all 
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br he i 1,affrett@ his Lctihip er 
$ felt no inconvememce from my late ad- 
venture, and was ready to attend him 
the next day. The Count made many 
pen objections to this plan; but we 
excufed ourſelves from complying with 
his entreaties; and after taking an affec- 
tionate leave of him and the Counteſs, 
ſet out the following morning, with Lord 
William, who was, as you may believe, 
a very pleaſant addition to our party. It 
| would be affectation to deny, that the 
attention paid me by that truly amiable 
man, during our journey, raiſed my ſpi- 
Tits to an uncommon height; and I co 
not help W a fecret dies god that 
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_ She then aſked-me, wich an intelligent = 
| (mile, what I thought of my deliverer? 
and without waiting for my anſwer, 
: . Am I, Harriet,“ continued 08 en: 
Ds ce titled. to your confidence 5*— In- 
20 deed you. are, replied. I; & every "3 
se ſecte' al. my heart is at your com- 
8 © mand — T hen tell me,” aid ſhe; 
. ee tell me truly, are you married, 
or engaged? “ If,“ returned I, 
“ reports of this kind have been circu- 
. . lated, I ſolemnly declare they are 
5 t without the leaſt foundation: the 
- “ former, I am ſure, you cannot believe, 7 
1 and the latter is equally falſe..— 1 


| thought ſo, replied ſhe, . 66 though 1 
1 amade che inquiry in compliag with 
Lord Willianrs entreaties; he was 
9 64 informed by Mr. Evelyn, that you 
| orthamptonſhire, pri- 
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been prepared e by Lord William's 
_ bebaviour': as it was, I acquitted -mylelf 
with tolerable propriety. As I'madend 


bell, ordered the ſervant to tell Lord 
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Wh: _ the moſt generous manner; ah and after 
obviating, or at leaſt filencing,” every 
objection I raiſed, with reſpect to che 
- diſparity i in our fituations,” and convinc- 
ing me the idea I had entertained of his 
prior engagement was without foun · 
dation, he drew from me à confeffion, 
that T had ever regarded kim with pre- 
ference. Tranſported by this acknow- 
ledgement, he entreated me to conſent 
to an immediate marriage; but this 1 
abſolutely refuſed. Vou muſt no 
«my Lord,“ ſaid I, « make an unge · 
e nerous uſe of the confidence F have 
in you; nor endeavour to per. 
iger e me to take a ſtep, m 
4 reaſon could never approve. You 
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* that were you to change the favour- 
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' rence,: my. kind friends, to ſpare me the 


. 1 feel on this account, 


have determined to leave 1 it ſooner than 


ik intended. We. ſet out to-morrow 


r Naples; where we are to remain till 


e Carnival, Which, as well as the Lent 


and Eaſter, we ſhall ſpend at Rome; 
and then returning to this place for a few 
omg embark for England at Leg- 


days, in order to take leave of our | 
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to give you intelligence, which, I know, 
will pain your generous heart, yet. may, 
I flatter myſelf, be the foundation of 
your future happineſs. | Lord William 


informs me, that Mr. Hamilton, who | 


is, 1 find, his boſom friend, has for ever 
loſthis Louiſa; and that, impelled partly 
by the regret he feels at this melancholy 


| ſeparation, and ſtill more by the deſpair 
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know, can in general excuſe a woman's. 
making the firſt advances; but vou are 


particularly C 


of your father, by the wiſhes of his late 
Wife, Hamilton Teertis deſtined to be 
yours; yet, from the diſparity of ooo: 
fortune, he will never dare to look up to 
you, unleſs you give him ſome Previous 


eneouragement. Do not, then, permit 


him to baniſh. himſelf from his native 


cacy. 


country, and drag out a wretched exiſt- _ 
ence in a foreign one, from what would | 
in 1 you | be a falſe and unpardonable deli- 
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fees, might have been a Locker & 
_ happineſs to you” and myſelf; and the 
generous concern you then ſhewed for 
the eternal happineſs: of the wretch who 
had ſo nearly deſtroyed you, has made a 
deep impreſſion on my mind; and ſince 
-'F cannot be your lover, I will no longer 
be your tormentor. Perhaps ſickneſs 
has had ſome ſhare in the change that 
has been wrought 1 in my ſentiments: by 


7 abſolutely refuſing to change my clothes 


aſter remaining ſo long i in the water, and 
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3 belleve, will, ſooner or lier, be 


83 - Q | 1 


ence. would terminate 


0 . 


| ſhould be totally indifferent to- 


of my preſent illneſs: you are 5 


— bor ; but impiouſly. as I have 
my libertine principles, | 
2 there ſhould be. a 


late of ny 


F 


Is e 1 ſhall. anGwer fo 


fs __ I hive; Sed Ice, fag w 
is impoſſible to mal 
Wirk regard to you, ſuch i 4s the fluftuat- _ £28 

ing ſtate of my mind, Tam ſometimes 
thankful that I was not allowed to perpe- 
trate the villany Ideſigned, and at others, 
am unable to ſupport the reflection, that 
whilſt endeavouring to ſecure you to mjex- 
8 ſelf, I have thrown you into the arms of 
a te man in the an + aſt: gs | 


becauſe 1% 


a 


ö 


. ——— 2 „„ 


* ” * 
: 
- * 
* 
"4 
8 i 
7 : 
= * 
< 8 
4 
* 7 N 
5 ? % 
* 
5 
34 4 : 
j : : 7 
a af 
— p 


—  —— — . — — 


[LBS DAN. , — , Drs Ile 3 


— 
2 


* 


r 


2 


e for erz 5 and / 


% WES 3 
: a £ 1 ; 
4 0 te nrhoſe qual ies on Which 
175 1e lg va ne, e cannot love 
” 2 7 } ” — 
\ 1 5 
you 
0 e of 9 2 
* 2 g . 8 5 
y x * 1 ; 5 + 53 - x 
: . ; 
- * 1 3 N » — 
% * * 12 by , i 
4 * » | " 
TS * 
4 „ * 1 
ö eee P. EveLyN 
: — * ; . 
. * F 
8 * 4 40, 
9 * 14 1 x 7 * 
n ed . * 
r p 2 2 : j 
* ! * * 
— 1 . ' 1 „ - *% 
> 4 „ 70 * * 
" * * 
F — 
— 
9 2 7 % YU — * 
* « — "a I - d 
4 OY I-88 1 I 5 >. ” £ 
4 IS ys x hd. ir * Js. - „ 5 F J of i „ 
F 4 1 . 7 i” 4 x F * 4 
5 — 
— * 8 
| 1 4 : 2 1 . 8 5 * 
* $ * ECP 7 121 . 4 12 1 1 | ” - y 
BD * A % e wo 1 1 9 9 
2 5 % . * — 
o o — 1 
— = , 
k 2 2 4 i * k no 4 : , 4 N : 
4 Ss 1 4 * » & 20 5 : 
*, by k 44 þ 4 15 ik - £ — |. CA 4 F , wa 
” 7 8 5 1 * 
* . 2, a 4 * * * 


. 2 ” # by \'h 1 1 3 y 7 
A / hr * . 
+% 2} 44.< EE ES wt, 4:4 3.64 : - i 
* Y * — 
: * p 
. * * 
a « 7 * 
* 4 1 9 - f N * — wo * _ . 
5 2 8 e 4 
2 . ” 
1 ' 7 1 Þ vg 9 4 4 # Ph PD. 5 * 7 * - 
: 
" * * * + * * 
* 
5 * - 
* * * 2 - o 
: : $ Ld 1 L ? + f = * - » 8 jy 
uy — * £ 7 ? ; 
5 , ” of Y 8 
— Hp 
"ol - 4 * 
4 bet 7 
2 © 1 * 
- - 3 * 1 2 ” * 4 wh k - * 
7 1 4 FP! L 3 ; * EI 4 1 * * 3 
* n 2 Gs . * 4 4 o * 1 IS A 2 £ * X's p 5 
% $ i, " - 
; 
, * 
b: 2 FL 
2. , 
- ; * * LY » 3 
* . 
- 1 1 41 1 . OS. 
* - Hala „„ * 2 * * * 1 P x an 2 * og F } 
by - 


; by . EE » 
5 CPS * "4 * 
f #6 UL £7... 1% 1 2 1 2% Þ @ . wn 
- * 1 is 
* * wy y ©® 
8 * £ * * 0 F n 
* — - 
wy " * p 
3 - 
* - 
: o 
' 4 4 


* \ * 5 * 
* * * - 
— 8 1 4 4 y ” 
\ % o a 0 + — 7 
= 
— 7 5 
* , - 
* . 
3 — . . — x * 
= * 
1 ” p 
— - . 
* * * 
"Org — — 
e. * — 
6 A 
* - 
8 
: i 
: 
" 
* = 7 * 
* 3 
d 7 
4 89 1 
# + 2 * bn FX 
* = ＋ = 


. : ; : 5 ; ay O08 


* ©» 4 : * * e g * . 5 Aa 4 _+ % TW ' bs. ©” 1 1 * 7 7 
f | ASS. VE 1 . g * os * 14 N 
0 a 32 12 8 - ys, , * 7 7 24 4 ' 
: 5 4 1 EET EY . 8 2 


* 


1 90 TT Woe : ol 


7 N 


=_ ſufficient to Pi ins unkind, our 1995 1 
mantic purpoſe of ſpending the remain⸗- 
der of your days in India, I can now _ 
1 you a motive for cc continuing in Eng- "Sp 
land, which i it is impoſhble you can re» 
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76 RAYNSFORD PARK. * | 
whom your | abſence will, give pain: 


but you are miſtaken; there is, La. 


milton, one gentle and generous heart, 


. - which: will feel it far more ſenſibly than 


either of us, as well as we both love 
you. I dare not, without forfeiring 


my word to Mis Evelyn, be more 


explicit; but if you make a proper uſe 
of this hint, I ſhall doubly, bleſs the hour 
when, by deliverin g her, I not only 
ſecured my own ha ppineſs, but gained 


tlie power over her grateful mind, that 


induced her to truſt. me with a ſecret, 
which may be the foundation of yours. 
All this will appear like an enigma, 


as you are unacquainted with the ad 
venture I have e in. gs 


4. 


When 135 arriye at Wales ſh ahh 
[a I ſet out to-morrow, I will give 
you a particular account of all that has 
# rok at e 1 can my lay, that 
by 
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| by ſome haiaceidcad; I did Nob es 0 5 | 
ceive your letter, dated in June, til! 
the twelfth” of September; in „„ 
quence of which, I haſtened my journey 
to Florence; and on the road; had the ce | 
unſpeakable happineſs of reſcuing the 
woman I love from the power of a villain; 
yet, after all, as the attempt of Evelyn 6 
Was one cauſe of the tranſp port Enowifeel, 
1 know not whether, like Prince Pretty - 
1 man, I ought not to give up to, him 
my beloved Harriet: if 1 do, will you be 
Ts. equally generous ?- ſince, but for bim, 
you would never have known the ſecret 
I now entruſt you with. Pardon this 
levity; which, conſidering the ock 
you have lately ſuſtained, | and the - 
| _ gloom which you ſtill imagine hangs 1 
doioer your future proſpects, may appear 
ill timed, and inconſiſtent with that 
Hun of eee 1 have: ever wh 
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Wnt: hpi we the N Avi hy cer- 
tainty' of yours, have baniſhed every 
. 10 Painful idea from my mind; yet I ad- 
'.  _ mired, I eſteemed your Louiſa; and 
\_ _ eſpe your ſorrow for her loſs; and 
5 far from thinking the tender 
you will ever feel for her memory, in- 
compatible with the ſuperior attach - 
ment you may now, without a crime, 
av. for another woman, am con- 
vinced her gentle ſpirit,. if conſcious 
_ of 'what paſſes in this lower world, 
wilt receive Happineſs, even 
in the pep ampaguen of ne from the 
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Follow, then, my advice: as bn Fl» 
| & a decent time is elapſed, throw 
—oarſelf at Miſs Raynsford's feet, avow. 
© her every ſentiment of Jour hear, = i 
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. VvVeerance, and as ſincerely rejoice that at 


ſequences. May your bright proſpects, 
as you. very properly term them, never 
be ſhaded by one e adverſe cloud; and 


g Fenn 
YO vs 


e : Lug; 8 T. fncerely a you, my 
dieareſt Harriet, on your fortunate deli- 


has been productive of ſuch happy con- 


. may Lord William and you continue a 
1 to each other, and to all who. 
you, for many revolving 7 
am convinced, be deſerves your af. 
feAticn 3 -and am almoſt ſorry you could 
not comply with his, wiſh for an imme- 
| diate union; but your. reaſons were cer- 
t jul and 1 ſhall* now; I flatter 
myſelf, 4s the ſatisfaction of attending 
my beloved . and valued friend to the 


1 


Lady Willoughby for your kind advice ; 3 
| but how can I follow it? Were 1 Fre! 
 Slamilcon ſtill retain - that tenderne 8 
wich he orice undoubtedly felt fo 
me, and Were he to give me the le 
3 op kor fuch a; eee 1 wor 
Au 
: whoſe 
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acknowledge how dear he is, and ebe 8 
Vas, to me. But 1 
either | perſonally, - by letter, ir _=_ 
force him to -accef ept my hand, whi 
5 may probably take, from motives f 
compaſſion, not of love.——1 will not 


20 way to jon ; it Is too 
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A affair will ter- 
„ut e Five - 

A preſentinient, that all the heartfelt ſa- 

8 faction 1 ſhall ever know in this 

J, wil be derived from the happi- 

ſs of thoſe to whom T am attached, 

"and 1255 chat ſource I | will endeavour t to 
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| "Lonately fond of the place. I ſhall re- 


queſt Fady Anne Anne and, my aunt to cha- 


5 5 a peron us. Mr. and Mrs. Williams 


will probably prefer ſtaying at Vernon 
5 Place, till their houſe is in readineſs. 


When you and Lady Willoughby are 


added to this circle, can I have a wiſh 
ungratified? yet, I will confeſs, chat 
all the tranquillity. my heart has been 
ſo long acquiring, 1s deſtroyed by your 


intelligence; it is now again a prey to 


" 


Ih, 


 / Willa, be muſt, for your fake, al- 


hope, fear, and anxiety. But I will 
not OY on this On. | 8 


Oe more 3 my beſt wiſhes and 
| warmeſt mans 5 


8 me  affetionntely. to 
N Willoughby ; and tell Lord 
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tions tormented. me inceſſantly,; 


* RAYNSRORD PARK. 


her idea and yon at lengch give way to 
mme recallettion-that,, Hamilton 


tee; chat J might love him; as | 
crime; and that there was a poſſibility 


f my being united to him, if his heart 


that affection far me I knew it 


"ance experienced. but alas! that cruel 
if. Had I not reaſon to believe he no 
longer loved me ?. Nothiug but indif- 


ference could have prevented him from 
informing, me of the death of Louiſa ; 


and bis intention of going f from England, 


£0 LMYy ſuſpicions... Theſe reflec- 


J uſed every endeavour to turn my at- 


tention to; other ſubjects. 77 1 called fe- 


male pride and female delicacy to my 


aſſiſtance; I thought) of you; of Lady 


Wiltoughby ; of che bleſſing 1 poſſeſſed 
in your friendſhip; and the power I was 


inveſted with, of beſtowing happineſs on 
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| . Beſides Lady Louiſa, ber three * 
tters, the Ardleys, and myſelf, our party 
cConſiſted of ſeveral gentlemen; two of 
whom, Colonel Howard and Mr. „ 
gerald, have, for ſome time paſt, be- 
haved to me with ſuch marked cy, 
chat the world has ſet them down as my 
lovers: but I diſtike them both; and ſo 
far from giving them encouragement, 1 
have done every thing in my power, 
except being abfolutely rude, to convince 
chem of my indifference; Duting tho 
_ firſt patt of the performance, I was, as 
- uſual, tos: much taken up by my own 
reflections, to tegard what part was on 
the ſtage; but towards the clofe of the 
play, the inimitable powers of Mrs. 
Siddons engaged my whole attention; 
and in pity for her fictitious diſtreſs, 1 
„ 
Juſſ as ſhe had finiſhed her laſt 
ee . eee een am: 


caped from the powe 
faid to me, in a whiſper, 4 
iſs Raynsford, tell me w 
charming fellow is in the cor! 
e oppoſite box? He has: 
ant en and wo avg counte- 
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as L far it tie faccher end of the front ſear, 


160 


15 no one but Clara Spencer, who' ſat next. 


I 


me, could obſerve the alteration in my 
countenance : the reſt of the party only 


imagined, as the curtain was dropped, 


and we had agreed not to ſtay to the en- 


tertainment, bur return to Lady Louiſa's 


to ſupper, I was in haſte to quit the 
theatre, which was intolerably warm. 
Aſter a moment 's recollection, I again 
looked towards Hamilton s box, but he 


was gone; ; and the idea, that he wiſhed | 


to avoid r me, by inſpiring! me with reſent- 
We eee my pos WT 


We now Retry to "Pty ib EY ; 


| «a both the Colonel and Mr, Fitzgerald 
: preſſed with ſuch violence for the ho- 


nour, as $ they termed it, of aſſiſling me, 


I was fearful the dif pute would be of ſe- 


nous conſequence, and knew not in what 


and 
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E * every other, painful ſenſation, Au 


relieved, by ſeeing Hamilton, enter. He 
addreſſed himſelf t to me, with a pleaſure 


\ #3 þ - 


in his countenance, which inſtantly com- 
1 municated itſelf to my heart: after re- 


plying to his enquiries, 1 turned 


other gentlemen, and telling chem, as 


to the 


Mr. Hamilton was a very old aequaint- 
ance, and one whom I had not ſeen for 


many months, th y muſt pardon me, if 
1 declined their polite attentions, and 
put myſelf under his protection; and 


then giving him my hand, wiſhed them 
-*H good night. He could not diſſemble 
the pleaſure he felt at this public prefe- 
rence, and thanked me for it, with great 
earneſtneſs, as we - paſſed - through the 
lobby. Whilſt we waited a. few mo- 
ments for the carriages, 1; aſked. him 


whether he had been long 1 in London * 


$i "Only a few days.” '—< Do you intend 
4 ing here = time % I ber 
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been the preceding evening; .the fine : 
| glos that then animated his countenance, 
-was RAY e he ee pale and 


„„ RAYNSFORD. PARK. 
ce Jieve 1 ſhall ſet out for Scotland the 


1 latter end of this week.” Mrs. Ard- 
ley, who had ſpoken to him at his firſt 


coming into the box, now joined us; 


and after gently reproaching him for not 
-endeavouring to find us out, but ſuſſer- 


ing us to be indebted to chance for the 


pleaſure of ſeeing him, inſiſted: on his 


breakfaſting the next morning in Somer-. 


ſet ſtreet. This he promiſed ; and aſter 
ſeeing us ſafe into the ee took his 
leave. JC 

1 will not tire you by « a repetition f 
1 reflections which occupied my mind, 
through a long ſleepleſs night. The 
next morning, Mr. Hamilton was punc- 
tual to his appointment; but his appear- 
ance was totally altered from what it 


e 5 


min, ; 
inated, as you had affured me, f 


more intereſting or more engaging 


- 


A hopeleſs attachment to me, frankly to 


of mine, quitted the: room. A 
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1 could not avoid enter- 
a doubt that you might poffibly — 
and thus alternately ha- 


ſome. minutes, | 
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1 A — 1 fan Jamil: 
| _non's fixed on my face, with anveameſt- 
| bels of attention which I could not ſup- 


ow 


port: my ſituation, at leaſt in my own 
opinion, was extremely humiliating; 
- waiting, in a manner, for a declaration, 
which I thought perhaps · was never de-. 
* ee eee thar I decerniined 10 


2K 22 


Ce „% noo ele WAS Ts... 2 22 
1 8 = 
* * . 


— therefore, — — 
as 1 could poſſibly aſſume, cc. From y 
e intended excurſion, Mr. Hamiben,“ 
i IHmer mel cha nh at your 
5 << relations are at length pened 

| merit, and that they are become ſen- 
EE. tothe dilgrace they have brought 
E © on themſelves, by their unpardonable 
| #6. negle&t.” ( You are very good, 
replied he, to intereſt yourſelf i aer 
« welfare: my viſit to Scotland 
0 eee, on a letter Ae a 
| «6 mouth 
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he, “ 1 ſhall fait: for 
me time in the 
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h no e can wie 
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25 laſt time we mall, pethaps, ever meet, 
e canyou forgive my preſumption, Shit | 
*I tell you I love you more than ever 
man loved woman; that your idea 
4 will be my conſtant companion in my 
ny voluntary. baniſhment; and the cer - 
* tainty of your eſteem, and the hope 
* « of your happineſs, . the only ſource 
\ 8 from which, after I have quitted this 
66 houſe, Iſhall ever derive one moment 3 
« ſatisfaction.¶ At theſe words, Icould „ 
no longer ſuppreſs or conceal my agi 
tation; 5 my tears flowed. even wich vio- 
© lence... Gazing at me, with a mixture of 
doubt and ſurprize in his countenance, 
Tell me, faid he, to what am I to 
40 attribute theſe tears? You know. - 
4 toowell,” replied I ; < and you inſult 


a me by the queſtion : but perhaps you 
« will one day know the value of the 
c heart you have trifled with. Oh, 
0 7 on Jad. be, wy not make uſe 

. ” 


* + xk 


5 ' f LET TER LV. 
8 Se bene v. 1 lh . 


60 verence, I reſpect, 1 Aline eee "3 a 

« you, == I J am to believe what _ | 

you ſay,” returned I, Net 

« impoſſible you cn einen 1 
( ſentiments,” to what infatua: ion is - .᷑ | 

ing your deſign of becoming an exile © 

e from your friends, and Dn, 


< 


4 40 he Py Soy of Web . 
now myſelf beloved by you, gives. yo 
4 my heart a tranſport, which I would” 5 
% not exchange for any bleffing dis 1"; 008 
world can beſtow ; but my joy is W nl 
checked, by the recollection that! 1 
cannot, conſiſtently with my ideas of "OY 
* honour and propriety, take a. mean” 0 "i 
advantage of your generous tender- 3 
«© neſs, and preſs you to unite yourſelf” | i 
to an indigent wretch, deſtivate of for- by 
io oP and diſclaimed by his ae — 


Is * 
93 
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<<, relations, and indebted for every ching a 
Mi he pofſeſſes to the friendſhip of your 
family, when 1 know the firſt noble- 
7 40 men in the kingdonr would, And 

<<, qught. to think themſelves honoured 
by hour alliance. Hamilton, g 
aid J, after a moment 's pauſe, 6 have 

LY already been more explicit than is 
F 40 conſiſtent with prudence, or the rules 

e; female delicacy; - but ſince I have 
gone ſo far, I will aſk you, whether 

. you yourſelf ſet ſo high a value on 

« titles, rank, or fortune, as to ſuppoſe, 
wy afterthe preference I have avowed for 
you, they can compenſate for the loſs 

46 of the only man I ever regarded with 

185. tenderneſs: my fortune is ſufficient 

4 to ſupport us both, not only with 
« comfort, but in affluence; and 1 
6c ſcruple not to own, that by ſharing it 
ce with you, I ſhall derive from it a ſa- 
EY 7 e it could not otherwiſe be- 
l a n ſtow. 


i z 7 


Erd U "A. 


&« ay: 1 know to what's in 1 | 
ee) carry your ideas of Honour; büt 
« ſurely, I am not ſo very contemptible, 
<< that the world ſhould accuſe ye o 
| e being attached to me from mete mer- 
| cenary motives” T am myſelf Con- 
_ * vinced, you are incapable of afl inte- 
0 reſted thought; and now frankly af . 
« fer my heart and hand to'your e- 
« ceptance : but if ſtill enſſaved bode 1275 


« and imaginary chimeras, you'reſolve— 


« to deftroy both your 'own' happineſs 175 


| 40 and mine, I ſhall learn to conſider 
your character as leſs perfes 
« have hitherto thou Eht it; and by de- 
4. grees to grow more indifferent to a 
% man, who could ſacrifice his own af- 
. * fections, and the peace” of àa woman 
tee he pretended to love, to falſe pride, 
e and an ill founded notion of propriety. | 
1 You, on your part, may perhaps think : 
l © meanlyof n me for the confeffion I have 
: wh 5 made; 


— 


cr than 
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NE Leder ee thus hall, „ in time, 
«© fen to forget each other. At theſe 
wa T'roſe; with an intention to leave 
e room; ; but was prevented, by his 
rowing himſelf at my feet, and claſp- 
der his arms round me. No, Julia 
my beloved Julia!“ exclaimed he; in 
aà voice which ſufficiently expreſſed his 
tranſports, * we will never forget each 
other: chis bleſſed moment has infi- 
& nitely overpaid all the miſeries of my 
4 paſt life; inſtead of being lowered in 
-< my eſteem, your behaviour has raiſed 
e my affection almoſt to a pitch of ado- 
ration. Once more tell me that you 
vill be mine, and my every future 
e endeavour ſhall be to convince you, 
<< that though deſtitute of fortune, Tam 
not totally undeſerving your affection.“ 
= Twill not repeat the reply I made to this, 
leſt even you ſhould think me too con- 
e 3 the delicate and unaſ- 
ſuming 


A 14 8 5 E 1 T E 
"6 Curning character-- gs. . 
flatter 5 in ſome meaſure plead my 
excuſe; and had you ſeen; the reſ pectful 


and tender joy wih which it. inſpired 


him, you would, 1 am ſure, have forgiven 
me. Whilſt he was preſſing my hand 
© fo his lips, and chanking me with the 
livelieſt gratitude, for the generoſity, as 
he termed it, of my conduct, Charlotte. 
opened the door, and on ſeeing us, would 
have retired, but I inſiſted on her com- | 


"ing in. Hamilton's tranſports; and my $f 


_ "confuſion, - ſoon informed her of the 
eclaircifſement that had taken place; and 


her looks, as well as words, zufficiently w 


evinced the pleaſure ſhe felt from the. 
proſpect of out mutual happineſs. Mr. 
 Hamulton then told her, as ſhe had al-. 
ways been his friend, he hoped ſhe would 
now be his advocate, and prevail on me 
to allow him to attend me into Devon - 
: ſhire ; ae with a ſmile, he knew 
By F SO he 
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Veda Place, Without giving her time 
to 575 Ltold, him I could not. poffibly 

comply with his requeſt ; and begged 
he would not. diſtreſs me, by urging it. 
00 I chan,“ ſaid I, „ ſer out in a few 
g days for Raynsford Park, and I hope 
40 you will then purſue your intended 


erp 


5 Fe „Journey to Scotland; ſince, excluſive | 


; 
If 2 Bos 


c * rainly. Mot not to diſappoint Lord 
« D- When our friends return 


60 m N if you will accompany 
c « chem and Mr. and Mrs. Ardley into 
45 Devonſhire, can truly ſay I ſhall be 


«as  Tgjoiced t to ſee you; but till then, you 


1 of every other conſideration, you cer- 


9 « muſt ſee the propriety, of our ſepa- 


« ration.” He fully underſtood. the 
meaning of this f. peech, and acquieſced 
in it, though reluctantly; but entreated 
me fo earneſtly to prolong my ſtay in 
Kk, chat 1 could not re- 
fuſe 
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us, and PConfet, withour a blüch, it! Was. 36601 
the happieſt I ever Knew. Tits Fen- F 
ing, whilſt ſome company Mrs. Ka ley "+ 
had previouſly invited, were engag d 4 
cards, I told Hamilton, that highh y as 1 one 
thought of his veracity, one dou . 
mained upon my mind, which gave me 5 
ſome uneaſineſs. * At the bez zinning of | 
« our converſation in the morning 5 fag 
; * you ſeemed totally un conſcious hat 
I regarded you with , any degree of 
1 preference, and even app Jeared {1 fur- 
„ priſed at the agitation which I c —_ 
4 not conceal; yet, my-chara ber, „ 
ce venture to ſay, is ſo naturally artleſs | 1 
and ingenuous, that 1 can ſcarcely . of | 
ec believe it poſſible, but you muſk have 
- = © obſerved the partiality I felt for you, Pp 
«© almoſt from the e beginning of our: 20. ore 
=: quaintance, ?—. ' Upon my. honour,” FR: 
Gele ** ok my ignorance was not af 


i „„ = SO. 


P ] Ä ju 7 es IT LIE: 


* 


4 

* * 
| 
* 
.- 
| 
4 
N 

$ 

* 

| 
| 

5 

4 


* 


2 
8 


; ot 4 


2 


TE g ” 8 : 
"I 3 b 5 

. na. "_ J — "# 2 a [ . 

x 2 . 8 G 2 5 4 4 ad - 
— FP ˙—˙— Et TS nog oe 0 9g> 3 6 me 8 7d IR 


* 
5 . "E132 
F . 
i ; 
. 


” . — — 
1 — —— 


— 


Fo £ 


= N * of - _ 
— — — ̃ wc wad fil — a x 5 . 
PPP 


| Tor 


1M 


ng trio at 


106 R AVN "FEES D Tm Kk. 8 
21079 I 40H 15 
* fected hut t real. "Boring t the time we 


"= 


” ui Ji * {ent 1 geen her at \Raynsford Park, 1 


© never imagined your ſentiments of me 


e were any other than thoſe of eſteem ; ; 


| > # aff 3 161 


557 7 Rerbaps., the conftant guard 1 kept 


0 Pins germ own heart, to prevent it from 


599 Wee way to emotions, which, at that 
Ni 1 dared not indulge, made me 
0 inc capable c of difcovering A truth, which 
6 now. inſpires me with the warmeſt 
* tranſpc | , but would then have only 

« added to 7 wretchedneſs; ; and had [* 


25 . entertained an idea of the kind, your 


{\ 


ue behaviour at Bath, and when we after- 
ee! wards met on the road, would have 
*« deſtroyed i it : for though I knew the 
e. innate purity of your heart, and the 
= exalted generoſity of your diſpoſition, 


1 could not have believed it poſſible 


| - for any human being, under the in- 


"us fierce of a tender attachment, to act 


8 a8 * did: the manner in which you 
7 404 xeſtored 


"4 255 reſtored. my picture, the uniform and 
b cc delicate attention vo Paid in A iny poor 1 
2% 1 and the calm now ne Vikble : 
00 pired | 


mY 


26 to ay but not to reſt; endeavour- 
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'« "to Ie ACEC my 1 that you re- 


« garded me only in the light. of a friend. 

| 40 On coming to London, 1 was inf nformed | 

4 you received the addreſſes of Colonel | 
Howard; and thisconfirmed: my deter- 


<6 mination of not ſeeking a an interview, 


„ Which yet I moſt ardently deſired: but 

44. -when we met accidentally at the play, 52 

; « I could no longer keep my reſolution. 5 
The pleaſure you ſhewed at ſecing me, 
40 and the preference you t. then gave me | 
s elated my ſpirits to an uncommon de- 
e wer; yet when 1 returned home, my 
mind was again haunted by thoſe 

. gloomy ideas that:ſo long deproſfed 

"nt it; and aſter ſpending two hours in 


refletions, 1 retired 


non 
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ic ing to perſuade myſelf every thing was 
kor the! beſt; and that had 1 even 


ee made am impreffion on your heart, 1 


<10ught not to avail myſelf of it, con- 


L dering the difference of our ſituation. 
This explanation perfectly fatisfied me; 
and the anſwer I made to it, inſenſibly 
led us into ſpeaking of Louiſa. 1 men- 
tioned her with the higheſt regard; and 
dhe reſpect he expreſſed for her memory, 
and the tenderneſs with which he dwelt 
on her many amiable qualities, gave him 
additional merit in my eyes. Charlotte, 


who had overheard the latter part of our 


1 converſation, and wiſhed to give it a 


leſs ſerious turn, now related to him, in 


a ludicrous manner, my adventure in 


Denbighſhire ; ; and aſked him, laugh- - 


ing, whether it was his ſpirit, or himſelf, 
; that then appeared to me? He cleared 
up chis affair, by informing us, that ſoon 
| II from * Wells, he ſpent 
IVE... PO eg afew- 


— 


1 E ＋T T E R n 6/5 at 4 


a few 9 with a gentleman, whoſe 
houſe was only a quarter uf a mile from 
the Abbey. It was,“ added he, ad. 
drxeſſing himſelf to me, my conſtant 1751 
practice to ramble every eyening in 
be the wood; and 1 remember being 
done night detained longer than uu, 
ct by the pleaſure 1 received from the 725 
<<: ſoft and ſolemn airs played by a ban 
« of muſic, which I knew attended ſome 
company who had ſpent the afterndon met 
6 at the ruins ho little did J imagꝑine BAY 5 
you were one of the party! and yon 
muſt have ſeen me whilft I was crofling | 
4 one of the avenues: but I am rejoiced 
I did not at that moment know you 
46, were ſo near me; for, bad Iſeen . 
* you, I ſhould not have been, maſter 5 
« of my own emotions; and by ap- 
, proaching you at ſuch a time, and in 
4 ſuch a place, you might have been 
« ſeriouſly terrified.” Charlotte rallied A; 
E921 : „ ä 
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powers of attraction; but he defended 
himſelf, by ſaying, his mind was ſo ab- 
ſorbed by my idea, that bis eyes were 
totally uſeleſs; and that the power of 


deſpair, to which he was chen a flave, 


entirely overcame that of ſympathy.— 
Many trvely things were ſaid on both 


5 tides: : "but our agreeable trio was ſoon 


wred, by the breaking up of the 
ova table. I would not allow Charlotte 


to invite Hamilton to take up his refi- 


dence with us whilſt he remained i in town; 


but during the day, he was never a mo- 


ment abſent from us, till our ſeparation, 


wich he bore even jeſs heroically than 
| er nog and almoſt accuſed me of cruel- 


though I endeavoured to leffen his 
es by a promiſe of a frequent 


i and regular correfpondence. 1-ought to 
Have informed you, the day after-our firſt 


fation, I went 18 * aunt at 
Rich 


R mond; related to her every 


me, in order to introduce her to Hamil- 
ton. She entirely approved of my con- 


duct; and grew ſo partial to him, chat 


my ſatisfaction was increaſed; from my 


* * % 
* * * N 2 
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1 chat paſſed, and brought her up wirh 


choice being thus ſanctified, by the-only 


relation to whom 1 confider myſelf uc- 
countable for my actions: and if you, 


are equally pleaſed with me, I hall be 


So happieft of human beings; and. I 


think you will; becauſe, on the ſtricteſt 
examination, I cannot -accuſe. myſelf of 
impropriety: yet, I hope my example 
vill never be pleaded by thoſe giddy and 
forward girls, who are ready to offer 
themſelves to, or accept the propoſals 


of, the firſt man, whoſe perſon or man- 
ner makes an impreſſion on cheir filly 


hearts. Diſproportionate unions are ſel- 


_ if ever, Se 10 ö 3 
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but where chere is 5a ſimilarity of birth * 
education, princi iples, and” ſentiment, . 
ſufficient fortune on one ſide, anda 
© heart totally void of intereſted motives 
on the other, which, by the way, ought 
not to be left to the deciſion of fancy or 
Vanity, the- alliance cannot ONE! 199 
War as men 
[it Two: Aye after ON to the 
Park, I had the pleaſure of receiving 
Lady Anne, Mr. and Mrs. Williams, 
and Miſs Lloyd. The former and lat- 
ter joyfully acceded to my propoſal of 
their accompanying me to Bath; for 
which place I intend ſetting out early in 
February. With reſpect to you and 
Lady Willoughby, putting another 
perſon out of the queſtion, I am al- 
moſt ready to join in the modeſt pe- 
tition of two lovers; but a very few 
months wall, 1 N anſwer every pur- 
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5 A CQUITTED, and even applauded, by 
thoſe friends whoſe approbation is effen- 
tial to my peace; certain of the diſinte- 
| 4 reſted regard of the only man I ever 
= loved; and permitted to hope, that a 
3 few weeks will reſtore to me theſe objects 
= 5 of my tendereſt affection, your Julia, 
my dear Harriet, | may ſurely conſider 
berſelf as one of the happieſt of women; 


* LE T T'E K. un r mY 
3094 while I return my grateful thanks to 


that Providence who has ſhowered on me- | 


ſuch unmerited bleſſings, let me not for- 


get the moſt material, the power that was 8 
allowed me, during Mrs. Hamiltons 


life, of conducting myſelf in ſuch a 


manner, that now preſerves me from thoſe 
ſelf reproaches, which would embitter 

my preſent felicity. No one, I believe, 
can be more ſenſible than myſelf, of be 
force of a real attachment; yet Iam con- 
vinced of the truth of what you once 5 8 
ſaid, that love is not ſo over - ruling and 5 
eng dembbe a paſſion, as the weak | 
and giddy of our ſex are ſometimes led 

to imagine; fince.I am certain, had it 


pleaſed Heaven to preſerve Louiſa, T 
ſhould, by following your advice, and 


attending to the dictates of my on rea- 
ſon, have been enabled, by degrees, to 
ſubdue an affection, which I could not 
indulge without guilt; yet I ſcruple not. 
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| to 5 I could not now- give up the 
hope of being united to Hamilton, au- 
thorized as it is by the wiſhes of my own 
; heart, and the approbation of my friends, 
without a ſtruggle, too painful to be ſup- 


ported. I yeſterday received a letter 


from him, which I incloſe, for the peru- 
ſal of your amiable circle: you know me 
too well, to imagine the intelligence it 
contains can be any addition to my hap- 
pineſs; yet I am pleaſed by the reflection 
he will now be relieved from all idea of 
pecuniary obligation. I intend writing 
to you again, as ſoon as the family arrive 
from Scotland: but if I ſay another word 
now, I ſhall anticipate the relation of an 
event, 1 wiſh you to read in his o-] n 
words. I will, therefore, only add, that 
charmed as 1 am with your account of 
Rome and Naples, no part of your letter 
gives me half ſo much pleaſure, as that 5 
Which fixes the time of your: Teturn.— 
; N othing, 
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83 Ham ron Calle. 


1 dp is not i in Si power of language, my 
| beloved Julia, to convey to you an ade- 
quate idea of the tranſport Ireceived from 
your letters; yet inexpreſſibly dear as 
they are all to my grateful heart, your 
laſt is entitled to my particular acknow- 
ledgements; . ſince it gave mea ſenſation. - 
of en have not e e 
N EN a © from 


s 


, — 


- rr ER E e 


9 time you z obliged me to bid ou MS 
a reluctant adieu in town. The gaiet 
of your ſtyle, blended as it is wich the 
moſt refined tenderneſs, at once flatters 
my affection, and raiſes. my ſpirits, by 
convincing me that” you are well and 
happy; and yet feel a kind of regret at 
the diſtance which ſeparates us: and 
amidſt tlie ſatisfaction theſe ideas inſpired 
me with, I could not help exclaiming, 
with a ſigh, Why will chis charming 
« girl put my obedience to fo ſevereeaẽ· 
- « trial!” But what will you ſay, mp yy 
lovely friend, il, inſtead of dragging two 1 
months longer in melancholy abſence, I 
ſhall, unleſs you repeat your prohibition, 
have the happineſs of throwing myſelf at 
your feet in leſs than ten days, and that 
from motives which I believe you cannot 
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diſapprove. As you know I do. not ö 
make a common practice ee ſ 


n 2a conſider mY: engagement | 
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12 ANSPO DAA k. 
nade to you, in a light pe f Ong 


your curiofity mult be raiſed by this 


ſtrange declaration; and I will inſtantly 
- gratify it, by relating an event the moſt 


N unexpected, and, on aceount of its 


ſhortening t the time of my baniſhment, 
the moſt pleaſing that could have hap- 
pened to me, whilſt at a diſtance VOWS 
We v were 1 0 wy "Gal, 1 
to dinner, When Lord 5.— was told, 
a gentleman, juſt alighted from a chaiſe, 


Pen to ſpeak with him. © Has the 


« gentleman no name“ enquired his 


Lordſhip. „ I do not know, indeed, 
«© my Lord,” replied the ſervant ; he 


« refuſed to give it me, and looked as 


$f. ſomething. had made him angry ; 
but faid he muſt ſee you direQly,”— 
Lord D—— then ordered he might be 
| MESS. into the Jn. and he would 


. 


„ , ee 
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unleſs he W 
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| ge man, would tend 
his name; and whilſt we were e. eavour: 


j* As CEE wh 
— * ; 


Ix 


* ” F 75 . 3 * 


thing i in bis appearance 0 E. 
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beg fixry years of age; 4 was deff 1 
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46 1 fancy here muſt be ſome miſtake. 


i Perhaps, Sir, you do not know, that 


| e | 


alt 1 thn his hand, « 16,” v replied be, 
the character I have heard of you is 


433 


. not a partial one, 1 flatter myſelf you 

vill do honour to, and receive hap- 
. pineſs from, the e and eſtate you 
« are now in . of; And Des 
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fol | from his. 
urn in a very 
and I ſaw an appes 71 
in Ellinor's face, for which-T could not „ 
iceeeunt; 
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; Arefs/ on this ex preſfon. 1 0 He has; 
replied he, ( been ſhamefully and-cru- 


e elly neglected by bis family, and. 1 


| „ was: prejudiced; againſt, him by falſe 


* * 


3 


— 


4 repreſentations, but my eyes are now 


1 nor ſhall I know a; moment's 
4 peace till I have made him every poſ- 
4 fible reparation for the injuries be, as 

«well as his father, ſuſtained, from 

the folly of your uncle Hamilton, 


4 and the obſtinacy of your grandfa- 


. tber. 1 beg your Pardon, young 
1 man, nor. will I ever mention this 
<6, ſubject again, as 1 reſpect your feel- 
ings, and confeſs that the gtave ought 
4 to bury. all animoſities. Tell me 


e where-is my poor Auguſtus; you 


4. ſurely: can inform me, unleſs you 
. have entered into the family com- 
* pact,” — — “ No,“ replied my Lord, 
ee ſome warmth, “you do me in- 
e ene ee ſay, Auguſtus 

Ot. 1 1 | 5 


* - 5. : we. * 


* 


5 | a 4 
- 750. e not to We mejiof.'s a 


5 Wy weakneſs" of which 1 am incapable.” 
Without paying any regard te this fe- 


roof,” my uncle advanced towards „ 


wWhilſt T was ſo truck by the reſemblanſsfe 
| Ino traced between him and my „ 


ther, that I was- abſolutely unable to 


; _ till rouſed from my ftupor „ 1 
bis affectionate cateſſes. % Tes; fad 
7] ge you are the ſon. of my | 1 1 


. 


uguſtus. Young as he was when I 
"0p left England, F can ſee, you have his - 5 


| « Oy 15 eee Fg 
as you re 3 me . 
| heſe loſt relations, you ſhall find 1 
« | Us; me a father, à brother, and a 


* 


| | ins by 
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"thee expreſſions of Kind- 


ne 8, and returned them With a warmth 


0 N chat 1 ſaw added to his ſatisfaction. He 
begged Lord Ds pardon for the 


petulance of his manner; then turning 
to me, But why, my dear boy, ſaid 
he, 4. 5 have you ſuffered two n to 


« pte without writing to me.“ I 


excuſed myſelf by ſaying, that as he 


. had n not anſwyered ſome of my former let- 
| ters, I was fearful of adding to his diſ- 
| Pleaſure by continuing to perſecute him. 


. There i is ſome reaſon i in What you ſay,” 
: replied he; I Was, at that time, very 


4 angry ith you, and I ſhall” never 


. forgive myſelf for ſoffering my paſ- 


chen te get the better of my judge- 


9 ment. - Fought to have known that 
„ thoſe who treated you and your fa- 


* ther ſo unworthily, were capable of 


any meanneſs to juſtify their conduct; 
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4 Wb were repreſented to mei as a ſelf- 


40 willed, 


- - 


. no ſcruple. of ;declaring it 
'H be followed i in India 
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8 « quiſhing every clairg- to :C 


ben 2 refabng, offer 1 con» : 75 
« ſidered as too advantageous to | 


„ jected. 


you were above taking my. advice, . 
% and clafſed me among thoſe wretches \ 
6. who. acquire wealth by the miſcries of - 
Y: their fellow creatures, 1 detetmised 


* 


« one, px 1 5 0 ſo litthe regard. or i, — 
for me; and in this reſolution 
„ ſhould probably have continuet 

« 'but for. the interceſſion. of a fair me- 


. diatrix, from whom 1 3 a. let- 
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Imagining, thereforc,.. 


* 


G4. 


with 


out relin. 5 1 8 : * 
onſeience VT 
. and honour, This intelligenoe gavs f 


2 me . uneafineſs; nor could 1 dif- „ 
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ende fem: days: before. 1 embarked 
' ry, W which ens- 


'tirely altered my opinion, and by in- 
. ſpiring my heart, with the warmeſt 
r alſection for the nephew I had ſo long 
7*| negleRed, gave me an additional 
f ener wiſhing | to return. A 
2 gn 8 a proſperous voyage, 1 arriyed a fort- 
£,night Lago et attend L dd in 


4 property, moſt part of, which: 1 
1 had brought over with me, and had 
e eee the teſt. . As. 1 
knew. not where you refided,. and was 
« tog impatient to wait the tedious re- 


7 turn of letters, ,chen_ ſet out for 


<UScotland, with an intention of up- 
- 68 "I my. brothers fot their neg- 


3 1 
ect of one Who Was an honour to 


our family, and as ſoon as 1 bad, by 
* « their means, learnt the place of your 


FA Fe 


Laboe, ſeek 10 out, and adopt you 


i ee 
F 3 CS Ad * * for. 
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+8" 


| e all 


an a. ungoticed, 


her with, the mot ſee e tende 
neſs; and I: ſoon diſcovered'3 it was t0- 
her IJ owed the fayourable riechen be 
hack received of. me. le 
aten of 1 at finding, , a8. 


ww —— PA TY 


he, ſaid; three perſons, inſtead of Ge, 
who appeared ſo: worthy. of his affec- 


A tions, and of the name of Hamilton; 
and after à thouſand congratulations, 
thanks, aud expreſſions of kindneſs, we 
ſat down to dinner in the moſt perfect 
harmony of ſpirits. Whilſt we were 
att table, I obſerved my uncle looked 
ſeveral times from me to Ellinor, with | 
a peculiar archneſs in his countenance. 
As ſobn 45 the ſervants were withdrawn, 
40 IL. dare ſay, young lady, ſaid he, A 
% you: had no motive for intereſting 
«yourſelf in your coufin's welfare, but 
« pure family affection; nor would you,” 
Ki 2 accept of his hand, were 
« itweſted with all the treaſures of a 
27 Nabeb Enllinor bluſhed and ſmi- 
led; and Lord D, wiſhing to relieve 
her embarraſſment, replied, notwith- 
4 ſtanding his _coulin and ſiſter had a 


1 frieagthip for each- other, he 


12 would 5 


-P 


tion: | bis Lordſhi ip i daneben hun , the 
ester ; to ww h my np 


eee to me ub a concly 
called it, of the 
1 28, when we 
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me bene which you . een de 


7 


d at chi neligene, 2 'an 


. * 


- ] I 
: FM * 3 
$5 * Fs; * 8 ; r 
r 7 * NI N i 1 
4 8 „ * k * . 
9 : 4, "I. 4 a i ob 2 — 4 * * Fn 171 5 3 
* | * p ' S 2.4 


* * 
os . 2 * E 5 9 22 25 * 7 3 
JJ d OED FS ET Gt ITE 
0 (> oY ERASE - 2 3 Seer Lo. $4, « 7 
» 
2 « 
7 


n en . eee 
vot to arrogate any merit 


| 3 5 ae deere 
. ; eee when I ſay, I am an ex- 
„ ample that it is poſiible for a man to 2 
& ſpend the greateſt part of his life in 
. 'Aadia without deſtroying his conſtitu- 
. den, or vitiating his morals; fince; 
c after an abſence of eight arid thirty | 
„ ce yeats, have the happineſs of return - 

4 ing to my native country, unaccom- 
4 panied by one ſelf · upbraiding reflec- 
tion, and in as good a ſtate of health 


a I could enjoy, had Laltrays re- 
mained in it. Next to the immediate 
ec ion of Heaven, I attribute 


« theſe bleffings to the inſtructions I re- 


1 0 Farne from the beſt of parents, who 
e. early taught me, both by precept: and 


| 1 1 n example, the great duties of tempe- 
\#\xancey/ humanity, and integrity - 44 
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8 RAY NSFORD' {PARK 
- «< only requeſt chat you 1nd Ai | 
uſand pounds 
each, as 4 proof of my approbation 
e of the kindneſs you have ſhewn Au- 
« guſtus; nor will you, I am ſure, accuſe 
e me of unjuſt partiality, when I declare 
_ © it is my intention to ſettle thirty thou 
fand upon him, that he may be in- 
de. ſtantly relie ved from a ſtate of depen- 
c dence; what remains after this ar- 
« rangement will be more than ſuffici- 
«© ent for every purpoſe of my life. 1 
«6 oro that it et 1 


"> part of this to wharſable; uf bn u 


46 
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| ; a i ing who has preſerved-me i In unin· 47 
66 «© terrupted. health and proſperity, hed 
* now allows my latter years to be gild- 
i rr * _ Ie” 1 eren 


7 aten. How! mae did. 1 Mink, . 
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40 when L propoſed returning 0 Mi, e 
land, merely from a wiſh of mingling 
46 e eee thoſe af my anceſtos, 7 
«, and imagining myſelf forgotten by all . 
the living branches of my family, 
Lehnt Lud ever feel che happineſs. 1 . 
% now experience. He was ſo affect- 
ed that ĩt was with difficulty he pronoun- 
ced theſe laſt words, nor were any of us bf 
unmoved. I thanked him in the warm 
eſt terms for his unmerited kindneſs o 1 
mei Lord D and Ellinor aſſured 
him, that they conſidered every advan- 5 
tage received as a benefit to themſelvess 
and wiſhed for nothing but his love and 
eſteem, all we all Joined 1 in requeſting 
chat he would not give up, during iy 
life, any part of that wealth, of which + 
he ſo well knew the proper value; but 
on this point he remained inflexible, and 
to convince us he Was, ee eee 5 
nn indifferent . e ee 


has 
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oven. deſire, I accom-' 
artment, and as ſoon 


. 46 which ſhe declared the ſhould. not her- 

| ae knoun bens for a RE 
. ee ite cheefure) deßre you to re- 
ee events which you cannot poſſib 
& remember but with pain, but of the 
. eee of the laſt nine months I am | 
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.“ wholly: ignorant, and therefore 


1 Apen bi infor: me of every. thi 
1 r requeſty/ which 


5 eee mou 


told us, with a 
much as he had boaſted of his g 
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ſtitution the evening before, he found it 
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5 Bach and as could not bear the 55 
ts at pteſent at rr Meat ny 


#/ 


bim. © View? Sande «6 dy Hamil - 
_ «tons looks, that he is tranſported 
e with the idea of this excurſion; 6-H : : 
_ < perhaps, he may be ahle to prevail 
on a certain young lady, nat only ta 
te engage a houſe for us, but, when we 
. atrive, to ſhew ſome countenance to a 
4 ſet of forlorn ſtrangers; for 1 think 
. note of us, except 
: 5 ever in that region of en 1 
“ tiaſte; eſpecially if the is made ſenſi - 
ce” dee anxious we are for the honour 
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6 e ah; this MA 1 eee 
5 with. the delightful pr that opened 
ns to my imagination, I faid I. would in- 


ure eſt and lovelieſt of; women 
vould receive the reſt of the party 
that affectionate politeneſs, which par- 
ticularly marked her character, I feared 

| he would confider my including myſelf 
in the petition as an infringement of my 

- promiſe. ©. And Lfear,” interrupted my 


«FT ee SHE eee N 4 


. 


{© Raynsford on my own. 
5c, tell:her I ſhall certainly have a bilious 

« fever, or ſome other terrible com 
A plaiat, if I do not fee Bath in ten 
s, or a fortnight at the fartheſt, 
| il. the infiſts. on +; your: re- 


ra raſh action, from « an 


and eke ae 
"To 3 to the adyantage {i age. and 
e experience, hall endeayour 18 ſup- 
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0 can you, e Forney Julia, POD 
| fove ro expoſe my unele to the firſt, of 
me to tlie laſt of theſe threatened evils, | 
and condemn me to remain a melan- 

choly inhabitant of this caſtle, whilſt the | 
reſt of the family are happy in your ſmiles, 
and bleſſed in your fociety hut ſeri- 
ouſly—whatever may be your determi- 
nation, I wilt ſubmit, without repining, 
| though not without extreme reluctance; 
yet, I: am confident, if you knew the 
anxious impatience with which I wiſh to 
return to you, and how my heart ſiekens, 
when 1 reflect on the tedious hours that 
muſt intervene before 1 have that happi- 
nels; if you oblige meto adhere to my 
engagement, you would, I am ſure, al- 
low me to take advantage of the late 
00M; and e my baniſhrwent, | 
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; x ALL it pride, falſe delicacy, or what 

| you pleaſe, 1 confeſs, m my dear Julia, I 
cannot but ſympathize with Mr. Hamil- : 
ton, on the pleaſure he muſt experience 
= from the alteration in his circumſtances 4 1 

and perhaps Tfeel this the more forcibly, | 

fromthe ſimilarity ha n, and 
ot preſent, in our ſituations; nor do 
theſe ſenſations in either of us Im 
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0 a deſire: © of being thought. leb unt 


e was a ſtriking 
ſo apparent, and e that 
your friends, cluding. even 
your father, ever thought his want of 

fortune a circumſtance of any conſe- 

quence; but I have not the vanity to 
rd Wil y will be 
tial to me -and 1 am 
this Objection 1 
ſome meaſure removed, th 1 mot 
ſineerely ; 
happy man, to whom] am 
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, Aecbüt of his excurſion, but zit. 
« Puted his indiſpoſition_ to 4 cold he 
_ «had | 98 a riyer; and | 
«after ſome objections, conſented, at It 
= e Mrs. Evelyn's requeſt, to try the ef- 
* fects of the Briſtol waters. From cbelg | 
4 he received no benefit; and the phy- 5 
ce « ficians Who attended him, within: to. # 
8 avoid the diſcredit of his dying! under Fo 
« their. hands, adviſed him to a 3 1-hag 
ct climate; but this he abſolutely 1228 
« ſaying he knew his caſe was hopeleſs, 
« and he choſe rather to die at home 
« fl an in a foreign country, On his 
| .cc return to Northampto ſhire, he grew 4 it 
« every day. viſibly. worſe; and as bis 4 
| a” diſſolution approached, his d | eſpon-⸗ 5 
| « dence, of: rather bis deſpair, Was u.. : 
4 a ro biraſelf, and eallful - 
0.1 r the Wies 5 bis ming, one 
Jay, whilſt 1 was fitting with-Maria 
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T Paris, 1 und your letter, Ne "TOO 


by one from Miſs Herbert; informing 


me of the death of Mr. Evelyn, and 


that he had leſt me ten thouſand 328 q 
as A 1 1 . | en inn i uſe his dan 


event, and on my being ſecured. "from 
all danger of future ee the 
4 "I 15 
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« Ya, my ee Haie 1 
2 'as you muſt have dreaded and deteſted 
« this unhappy man, I am ſure. every 
#6; fentiment would have given way. to 
& pity, had you witneſſed the wretched- 
cc nels. of his ſituation, _ for © ſeveral 


re months before his death. He returned 


* 


. to North Hill the latter end of Octo- 
e ber, emaciated and diſpirited, and in 


ri; every ref] pect different from his former 
5 1 He at firſt refuſed to give any 


„ account 


cc. 
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Wit of his excurſion, bur attri- 5 
buted his indiſpoſition to a cold he | 
had caught in crofling a river; and a 
after ſome objections, conſented, at 
Mrs. Evelyn's requeſt, to try the ef- 
fects of the Briſtol waters. From thela 
he received no benefit ; and the Phy- A 
ficians who attended him, wiſhing | to 


* 
, * 
* 
- 
* 4 
— 
1 
>. 
| I 146 
* a a 15 4 
8 


avoid the diſcredit of his dying under 


_ You. IV. 


11 


** 


their hands, adviſed him to a warmer 
© climate; but this he abſolutely refuſed, 
ſaying he knew his caſe. was hopeleſs, 
and he choſe rather to die at home i 
chan in a foreign country. On his 

return to Northamptonſhire, he grew 

every day viſibly worſe; and as his 

diſſolution approached, his deſpon. ; 
dence, or rather his deſpair, was in- 
ſupportable to himſelf, and dreadful 
t all about him : and at laſt, unable 
« to. bear the agonies of bis mind, one 
60 day, whilſt I was fitting with An | 
ce by 


73 


— 


— 


. * 


: 146 RAYNSFORD PAR K. 


cc by his bedſide, he made a full and 

c ſudden confeſſion of all the enormities 

c of his paſt life, including his deſigns 

“ on you, and his cruelty to the un- 

cc happy Emily. With reſpect to you, 

ac his criminal views, he ſaid, had been 

« fruſtrated by the interpoſition of Provi- 

« dence, and the ſteadineſs of your own 

« principles; but the latter, of all the 

4 fins he had ever committed, hung the 
s heavieſt weight upon his conſcience. 
« © Emily Seymour, continued he, © was 

c one of the moſt faultleſs of human be- 

ee ings, till my diabolical ſophiſtry en- 

cc ticed her from the paths of virtue; 

ee and I have not only her ſeduction, 

e but her death, and that of her inno- 

« cent infant, to anſwer for ; and ſurely 

t ſuch accumulated crimes can never be 

46 forgiven. Maria, though greatly 

60 ſhocked, endeavoured to ſooth him; 

« but r e every argu- 
„„ e *. ment 
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ee ment ſhe made uſe of, he declared 
ec nothing could give him a moments 
< comfort, unleſs Mrs. Warburton: , 
e would condeſcend to viſit him, and 
i ſpeak peace to his agonized ſoul. Tf 
« T could gain her pardon, added he, 
ce ſhould in ſome meaſure think IJ had 
08 obtained that of the injured Emily; 
c and that her departed ſpirit pronounced 
my forgiveneſs, by the voice of her 
66 friend.” This idea dwelt ſo ſtrongly 
cc on his imagination, that to ſatisfy 
* him, I went to B=—, and prevailed 
on Mrs, Warburton to accompany me 
te to North Hill. Their interview was 
s ſolemn and affecting beyond deſerip - 
* tion; and ſhe left him in a frame of 
* mind more compoſed than he had 
e been in for many preceding days. 
«© Maria took advantage of this happy 
te calm, and prevailed on him to admit 
&& the viſits of Mr. Ellis, the clergyman 
| Hz SOS mn who, 
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CLE exclaiming, thar Emily, with her in- 
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4 hd; you muyremember, is mention n ofied 
«Jn Emily's s narrative. I 

his death; and endeavoured, by every 
ee method, to leſſen the horrors of bis 
= mind, and to inſpire him with a re- 


8 worthy man 
iſtantly attended him te the hour of 


«© liatice on the mercy of Heaven. His 
66, pious cares were not totally without ; 


© effect; though the calm they inſpired 


5 was always tranſient, . and interrupted 


* 


tte by the moſt terrifying apprehenſions, 
ie The wretched man would often awake 


eG a ſhort and diſturbed flumber, | 


: 


18 


in her arms, was ſtanding by his 

ce bed, and threatening him with future 
. ee Then recollecking him- 
cc ſelf, he would aſk, with wild enger 
4. nefs, whether it was poſſible for him 
© to expect mercy from that God whoſe 
cc exiſtence he had doubted, and Whoſe 


oe. laws he had violated i in a thouſand in- 
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r VV ſtances; 


5 «humbly. hope, n 
p fall: eres 
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 #4:qjms ef His dawiefs 
then upon the town, ah on whom 
ihe fettled decent annuities, on con- 
dition they retired into che country, 
and lived in a decent regular manner. 
44] For Miſs: Harris he alſo provided, on 
che ſame terms; but inſiſted ſhe ſhould 
beter ber anmiry, unleſs ſhe quitted 
ber mother, who; he often faid, was 
ede vet ef weren. By his Will, be- 
endes your legaey, he has leſt five 


* 


"CO Hive: huadred' to the youngeſt, 
</ Emily's favourite ſiſter : three on- 
and pounds to the worthy Mr. Ellis; 
0. ud ſeveral conſiderable ſums to dif- 
© ferent charities ; not, as he often ſaid, 
4 1 hope of atoning for his former 
KL: crimes, bot a oonviction of the pro- 
inſtitutions that 
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NH cular, when it can be done. 
=> injuri g thoſe who haye a | 
Pc 5 our property; and you well : | 
7 ee knows rates e Cos. — 0 
| b eee, this 1 e ce to hls: 5:38 
e wife or children. 7 2 4 
e he has left, in % Wine ne, 
3 c OY hundred pounds à year, to . 1 
3 2 of entir er ber on plea- | 1 
; al his real eſtates to „ 
3 he has „ 
* ä me 8 
„ Guns " 4 : 
= friend, rho nai 55 
extreme regret at his loſs, whic 1 
ce would undoubtedly have 
| _ proved the eſtimable and w 9 
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1 <<obetnigretrly rinjured;odths al heath 


and ſpirits; by the: ſhocking "ſcenes 


11 0. he Was expoſed to during her unre- 
emitted afrendance upon him, and by 


che apprehenſions ſhe cannot help feel 
ing fon his future welfare. "She begs | 
eme to tell you, with every affecti 


e remembrance, that. ſhe will write; to 


e you as: ſoon as ſhe is more compoſed; 
[66 and that ſhe: hopes, ſince the obſtacle 
eto your meeting is now removed, you 
il allow her to ſhare your time with 
5 your valuable friends Lady Willough- 
« by and Miſs Raynsford. Believe me, 
my dear Miſs Evelyn, I: am deeply in- 
et tereſted in your compliance with this 
660 requeſt; as I flatter myſelf it will afford 
me an opportunity of cultivating! that 
* friendſhip, which has ever e 10 
6 much pleaſure to Four! faithful ol 
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* 5 "WE Hai bat) few Uys i Fltithte, 
"the greateſt part of ich 1 devsted to 
"this lovely Adelaide: it was greatly af- 

\ felted at le idea of our ſeparation; but 
5 In che n moment of parting, conſole her- 
Leif, as well as me, by ſaying, that though 
I Was not in the pale of the true church, 
e hoped the was not guilty of a ſin, by 
2 "firmly believing we'ſhould meet in a bet- 
ter place. Lord William, to whom 1 
had related her hiſtory, was extremely 


5340 2 


anxious to ſee her; but I feared his ſtrik- 


ing reſemblance to his brother would be 


1 Sy too much for her newly-acquired tran- 
"RC = quillity. When Tfirſt made him this re- 


br ha, he told me he could now account 


for the deep melancholy which hung on 
15 Lord Henry, , after] hisreturn from abroad, 
fon which nothing had the power of 

© oufin him, till he became acquainted 
1 With N $ Mackenzie. et As we were 

* alle, added he, er n the moſt 
| 1 * confidential t dere Lendeavoured to 
; learn 
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« learn;he.cauſe of is egg, be. 
Fi theonlyanſwer eouldeyerobtain v „„ 


"Ob that he had acted \ e ee IE 


0 deſerved. the uneaſineſs he ſuffeged; ?: 

8 75 5 and convinced at laſt, that my : q EN | 

hg, only gave him pain, I ce: % 
4 preſs them any farther, i hs 
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, 1 5 4 1 find was really the cafe, that it h his un- 9 | b 7 


i happineſs proceeded 5 0 m e Un „ 
1 , fortunate attachment.” 17 1 57 33 


i « | ; 5 


yl Tbs rote oct 1 bed. 1 1 
On our leaving Rome, it was agre reed | 
we ſhould embark at Leghorn for En 

Ws land; but Lady Willoughby, ever anz. 5 


ious to promote the pleaſure of all. around 7 0 | 


"Saf 


| her, accidentallydifl ſcovering that 1 1 N $ B 
» : to croſs the Alps, conſented to alter | 
| | Plan, as both the gentlemen affured] her - . ö 


g it would not, at this ſeaſon oft the year, TO 
1 26 eds with the leaſt danger or diffi- 
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du the event proved the truth of heir 
0 e as we met with nothing th I *J 
could 
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5 had che inexpreſfible ſatisfa 
ing, in reality, thoſe beautiful and ſublime 


| ſcenes I have ſo often beheld ip idea: . 
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but, nexcluſive of the pteaſure I received 
fromthe variety and novelty of the ob- 


Jes, which continually amuſed both my 


eyes and imagination, my mind, during 
the hole journey, experienced the moſt 

delightful. ſenſations, | heightened by a 
choulſand agreeable circumſtances. I was 
returning to the friend of my heart, wit 
the moral certainty of finding her freed 
| fromallchoſe painful anxieties which had 
ſo Jong. diſturbed her peace ; accom pa- 
nied by my beloved Lady Willoughby; 1 
ang 8 in the ſociety, and aſſured of 
ons, of a man, whoſe uncom- 


mon merit and engaging qualities fully 


Juke NY 
alk. myſelf, what I have done to deſerve . 
buch accumulated bleflings ; and how . 
det ly a wack "my e, to. 
bat 
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. 
indulge me with a N 
- your: introdu ion to the : 
Lord William wiſhes me to | 
er requeſt; but as Thaves 1 
refuſed to com ply with 15 
_ declares he will add a ; 
letter; and though 1 have f 
aſſured him vou will be ang 
ſumption, had the confidence to tell n 7 
With a ſmile, he would for once vent . 
to hazard your diſpleaſure. | 4 flatter-m 0 1 
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569 + impatience. to ſee ] Mes.\Granvilte, | 
will carry her directly to London: me 
is very earneſt with me to accompany 
her; and Lord William joins in the re- 
queſt, as he wiſhes to introduce me to 
his brothers, who remain there for that 
purpoſe. By his mediation, all family 
diſputes are accommodated; and ſeveral 

1 . Polite letters have paffed between the 

8 Duke of Cheſter and Lord Willoughby. 

5 I ſhall, whilft in town, make ſome pre- 
122 " parations for an event, which I cannot, 
. conſiſtently with the engagements I have 
entered into, long delay aſter my return 
to England: but I: flatter myſelf it will 
be in my power to attend you early in 
| „Ie, at Bath, Raynsford Park, or 
wherever elſe you pleaſe: and believe 
me, my deareſt Julia, that no attach- 
ment, bow-ever tender, or proſpects, 
eg riding, can, for a moment, 
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une 1 , ba Ss 5 ä N 
Notaoithftanding Miſs Evelyn threa- 1 


ſs 
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"tens me with your diſpleaſure, 1 have 
the temerity to hope you will not only 29 
forgive m preſumption, but a, 5 
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With my requeſt. I have for ſome time 
455 paſt endeavoured to prevail on Your- - 
fair friend to fix the day of out union: 
"the aſſures me, it is not her Auteno 9 1 
to break the promiſe ſhe made me at 
F lorence, but that it is her earneſt wiſh . 
to give me her hand at the lame tine 
you beſtow yours 'on the fortun mate and 
_ deſerving Hamilton. Let me then 
entreat you, my lovely Miſs Raynsford, 
not to create unneceſſary delays, but 

frankly and generouſly to name he 
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162 RAYNSFORD PARK. 
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the:tenth of: July, affume' che name of = 


HFamilton ; and may that day be pro- 25 
ductive of happineſs to us all! 1 have 


now-ʒ my beloved friend, a requeſt to 


make in my turn, in which my heart is 

| deeply intereſted; it is, that you will + 
| conſent to have theceremony of your mar- 
riage performed in the ſame place, as well 
as on the ſame day, with mine. I can- 
not help fancying, chat our entering to- 
| gether into the moſt ſolemn of all en- 
gagements, will ſtrengthen that « friend- 
| ſhip we have ſo long felt for each other. 
As L will not believe you can refuſe ere. 
is requeſt, I ſhall expect you, Lord 
 Wilkam, Lord and Lady Willoughby, 
and any other friends you may chuſe to 


| Invite, as ſoon as poſſible after the laſt 
ver in May, at which time we return to 
the Park. You carinot have a greater 
objeftion to a public celebration than imy-. 
ſelf; but ſurely we ought not to mortify 
thoſe 112 12252 we have a ſincere affec- 
pt „„ 
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Von, or from whit we have recel 
undoubted proofs. of friendſhip andre 5 
_ gard, by: neglecting them on ſuch an 
occat Let our company will not be 


E, 


ver Aang (ani your own amiable 
party, and the Hamilton family, it will 
7 7 day of Mr. and Mrs. Ardley, 


1 


Mir. Williams; 3 ad as you. are acquaint- * 
cad, by character, with almoſt every one 
I have mentioned, you cannot; Ttbink, 
raiſe an objection on this ſcore, and, 

deed, both you and our amiable friend 
mutt reſotve to indulge me in this par- 
__  Yicolar. | We ſhall mutually ſupport | 
each other's 


homage gy Rage [ 
| ran dayofour 
* 7, 55 1 bare now arranged this «fiir to 
m own ſatifaction, and, I flatter myſelf, 
| ts * 1 ſhall proceed to anſwer your — 
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iries relative tb. the./ Wande | 

| They. arrived at Bath the very; day on 
1 which.your letter, was. dated. I had ex- 
+ pected them the preceding evening, and 
began to grow very uneaſy at a delay for 
which 1 could not account, when about 
. ſix o clock, a violent rap at the door put 

| my ſpirits into a flutter, andi in leſs than 
2 minute Hamilton was at my feet, pour- 
ing one. tl the fondeſt effuſions of love and 
_ gratitude. As I am an ill diſſembler, 1 
_ could not conceal the pleaſure, 1 felt at 
e him, but as ſoon as. he grew. a, 
little, rational, 1 introduced him to my. 
_avnt and Lady, Anne. who were in the 
next room, and then begged, he would 
give me ſome account of the reſt of his 
* He told me they g Ver ien ar- 


ES, 


in n Alfred Aare but chat he had el 
the carriage the moment it ſtopped, as 
bis impatience to ſee me was too great 
to alloy Py! a. attend them in. 1 


ai » +> 7 added, 


Weiten Fay Woe the was 10 fati güed, 
that he belle ved the would retire to bed, 
but that ſhe hoped to be well e ndugh to 


at 


have the happineſs of ſeeing me the Ni 


day and that his uncle and Lord B.. 4 


would, if I permitted it, take their 70 
with. me that afternoon. 'As you may” 
imagine 1 raiſed no objection to this; 

he went inſtantly to fetch them, and in” 
| lefs than a quarter of an hour cbs 
with the whole party: Miſs Hathilton” 
politely” ſaying that ſhe found herſelf” 
better, and could not practiſe fo great 


a Piece of ſelf-denial as to wait til! 


* next morning to be introduced LG 


© You will not diſbelieve me when® 
1 1 I never ſpent a pleaſatter evening. 


We were all ſoon familiarized to each 15 
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other, and from What I then faw of the 
characters of this family, 1 had every 


reaſon to believe an alliance with chem RN. 
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ctiſfive of my-regatd for kannt: 1 
| every circumſtance that hab occurred 
ſince our firſt meeting. confirms me in 0 
this opinion. Lo — is 
Four years younger chan his couſin, 
whom he reſembles both in his perſon 
and manner; and when I add there is 
alſo a ſtriking ſimilarity in their ſenti- 
meuts and conduct, I need not ſay ano- 
ther word in his favour. Ellinor is a 
beautiful and engaging girl, highly Ac- 
compliſhed, conſidering the retired way 
in which ſhe has been bred, and with a 
great ſhare of innocent vivacity, has all | 
that ſweet, artleſs timidity, which diſ- 
tinguiſhes the generality of Scottiſh'la- 
dies. From what have heard and ſeen 
of the elder Mr. Hamilton, he appeats 
one of thoſe, few beings whoſe excellen- 
cies at once inſpire love and veneration. 
Like my Auguſtus, he is affectionate, 
generous, and humane, and like him 
poſſeſſes that Readineſs of mind, r 
5 A 525 , Thu out 
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pt ets r 11. 5% 
ont which ine moſt brilliant: aharafters- 


can. never be depended on, and the moſt 
amiable are frequently led into errors, 
fatal to themſelves, and injurious to all 
with whom they are connected; Vet, 
2 though ſtrict in principle, and, what is 
more uncommon, equally ſo in practice, 
the benevolence of his diſpoſition. in- 
clines him to be indulgent to the follies, _ 

| and even the faults, of his fellow eren- 
tures, if they do not originate from real 
depravity; but impiety, profligacy, and 
fraud are the objects of his deteſtation, 
and 1 was greatly e to hear him 
x aſſert, a few days ſince, in a large and 
polite circle, that no perſon, owner 
well inſtructed, or well inclined, could 
form an intimacy with one who, came 


under either of theſe deſcriptions, - with- 


out finding their morals: impercepubly 


relaxed, and their minds contaminated, 


He made, at the ſame time, another 
5 obſervation which. was, in * . 
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to level the ſhafts: of Tidi- ; 
at the etenders to religion and 
1 . morality, that many who really feel 


* 


4 their influence are afraid to avow it 
branded with the 
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ing gone, N Maite in, orde 1 0 
wk 920 in the manner he 's men. 
oned to them at the Cattle. e. Ihe rga- 
8 he aſhgned for this was, ch af urs 
N this kind ought. not to be | elayed; 
that, Bath WAS, a dangerous/ place, and 
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bat beep already fatal ta one of his fa- 
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0074 f N rs 4 
vb have now, my <7 a given you a 
light ſketch of the characters of , thoſe 


3 I hope you will ſoon, be Per- 


ſonaliy acquainted. I know you w Wi il | 
love them all; but remember, excluſive | 
4 his own, merit, my Auguſtus. has a 


le cl laim to your regard; he. is the 


cConfe 
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* friend of Lord William, and the friend 1 
ee 8 My ; 


| nie 1 * OO | 4 
Ws on, for him 150 edles eh my 5 
be pe ela e, withGut els md | 
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, pen veneſs which 1 once thi | 


1 df guithing fearute in is gare: 
> . II by to. 07 oft vi 4182 0 L * 3 { 
as given place to 0 the moſt Luchs 2 0 


yivacity 3 yet his behdvidu to ine iy, „ 
offible, more tender, more Stade Ay 7 4H 
1 ecttul than ever, and His Fritten 
5 By 15 2 5 and cb Wiel tae ne feels 
: ſe the happineſs Which MW 

- own pogo: to every being within" the <0 
reach of his power, is a convincing proof 8 5 4 
that his heart will be as vhcorriipted*by © 10 "oh 
proſperity, 2s it was unſub du wail — 
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' _ , own fituation, I am now pleaſed, and 
even intereſted in thoſe amuſements, 
wich were once infipid and diſguſting; 
And it was ever my opinion, that Wer- - 
25 95 fnons, when not allowed to break in on 
e more ſerious duties and employments 
pf life, are not only innocent but | 
able. Nothing but your preſence, an. 
1 of my dear Lady ghby, is 
- wanting to complete my felicity I a © 
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. whole party, of courſe including myſelf, - be 
re accept your kind invitation, 

to e you earl in June. gt 
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| 98 I ſhall write again the inſtant I arrive in 
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London ; but though perfectly well, am 
at preſent too much fatigued to add more, 
- than that 1 am ever _ N 
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to avail myſelf of your kind and conſicdde. 
rate indulgence. My time, it is Argh is : 1 
very much engaged; put 1 hope it wii! 
ever be in my power to] 
it to her, whoſe aff 
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aer Ra "morning after 1 
wp And 1 Was introduced to them ii 
EX. Thie Duke has'a fine per. 
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0 realy obliging and attentive 
to f of oh is a degree "of Eauteür both 
48! Wha nance and deportment, 
en makes it ir mpoſfible" to be quite 
Ay th his company. The Ducheſs, © 
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the hoped, by) my union with r 
Ham, we fhoulF gain a friend, I en ks 4 
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© Vefore the tent. Though I bad 
tobe ſatisfied with the be- 
EC  kaviouriof:the-whole family; I oo 
5 not ſorry when they left Londonz as 
E devote more time iP! 
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<«.youbg creature; hb lodges in che 
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bes . conduct, yet Lam ſure what I "THO 
So. ſay will encreaſe che compaſſion you 
| © 1%:alfeady- feel for her“  Weraflured 
bim he would oblige us by this recital, 
3 7 Which he en ee e following 
. manner: N 2100369 05 bi 
ns 6m aft i e MeOH has: a 
1 ae The A 1A of this uobappy. girl 
Was the widow. of an officer, Who, 
3 0 + having ſame. fortune befides his com- 
e miſon, left her in eaſy circumſtan- 
5 e ces. After his death, ſhe came, with 
SEE . % her two children, to ſettle at Wor- 
1 ELON enen where I then refided, and 
„e Where the had herſelf many friends 
5 and acquaintances. Mrs. Webb was 
. lively, faſhionable, and good hu · 
1 moured, but ſhe was one of thoſe 
« women of whom it may be juſtly ſaid, 

e "that. they have all ſenſe but common 

e ſenſe, and to whom might be very 
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i, me. was eee e 9 
 **'qiffipated' to the laſt degree, nd. 
h extremely fond of Ber MGs. 


8 0 


4. girls, ſo careleſs of their edueution 3 
o and morals, that, whilſt ſhe was enn 
and e company, they were left — 1 
„ << with! the ſervants, or rambie uboʒt : 
"the ſtreets with compani ons equally = — 20G 
= improper. The conſequence of this wy 


<< was, that the eldeſt, a girl of violent 54 
pafions, ran away, at the age of fix. 
beg teen, with 4 ſtrolling playet; and a * 


Charlotte, che object of ybur preſent 
tention, before ſhe attained her fit. 
e teenth year, was ſeduced by a mar- WW 


4 ried' man, who had ſpent the ſummer 
wan Malvern for the benefit of bis 1 


. „ Perith, and, after having robbed her 4 


& of her! innocence, carried her to Lon „ 
den, where eee _ 
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and it was ſoon followed: by ther 
* Kill more ſevere: her eldeſt davghs 


7 1 


* Mrs. Webb, with: all ber kalte, 


©*; was not totally void of fe 5 
<< ſhe felt this: laſt firoke ve: 'fenfibly, 


uit 


«© ter, in a fit of rage at her mother's 
6 refaling to receive hex, after the 


by. «e death of her huſband, put an end to 


4. her. own exiſtence, leaving a letter, 
« in which ſhe accuſed her of being the 


« primary cauſe of her -own,. and her 


CE 'fiſter's - unhappineſs. Mrs. Webb's 
«. conſcience too well correſponded with 
this cruel epiſtle for it to loſe any of 
« its effect; and, convinced that her 


« unpardonabte i inattention had deftroy- © 


* ed the temporal, and, perhaps, vter - 


. nal happineſs of both her children, 
e ſhe'was not able to bear the ſhocking 


40 reflection, but ſunk into a ſtate of de- 
« jection, which was ſoon followed by 


66 a paralytic ſtroke, which firſt depri- 
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cc Her infamous 3 continued to : 
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955 cc ſupport her in eaſe. and affluence, till 
« fifteen months ago, {when ſhe was un- 
15 expectedly ſeized with the ſmall pox, 


e which ſhe always imagined ſhe had 
had in her infancy, when, diſguſted 


"I with the- alteration this firulent diſ- 


« order made in her perſon, he inhu- 


ce manly diſcarded her, with no other 
ee proviſion than a bank note of fifty 


& pounds, 


This miſerable pittance, 


. you may imagine, was ſoon ſpent, 
« and having in vain implored relief 


7 from thoſe who were her c companions 


6e in her days of guilty proſperity, the ' 
« confeſt, with every mark of ſhame 
<« and contrition, that to, ſupport a 
NE wretched exiſtence, ſhe ſunk into all 


the infamy of common proſtitution ; , 
hm but, criminal . as her former conduet 

had been, this life was too dreadful : 
to be long endured, and after ſome 
weeks ſhe determined to quit it, and 
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66 endeavour 
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e cad to obtain cbliſtente by ta- 
„ king 1 in needle-work and embroidery. 


* In coſnequence of this reſolution ſhe 


© hired a garret at the houſe of Mrs. : 


CO Clayton, who had formerly been her 
* mantua-maker, and for ſome time 


. purſued her plan with tolerable ſuc- 


ceſs; but a broken conſtitution, and ; 


« an increaſing complaint | in her eyes, 
« at length made the accompliſhment 


. of her daily taſk ſo painful, that it was 


. with difficulty ſhe procured the com- 


0 mon neceflaries of life ; and muſt of- 


« ten have paſt whole days without 


e food, but for the humanity of your 


( Simpſon. To add to her diſtreſs, 


about three weeks fince, ſhe was ſeiz · 


6. ed with a fever, and her cruel land- 


lady, finding there was no probability ZE 


of obtaining her rent, pretended to 


„ have only then difcovered what ſhe 


e myſt have long known; and made 


W her former courſe of life a plea for 


I bes "2M treat- 
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g . e her with the, utmoſt barbati- 
7775 510 N ty and at laſt Went ſo, far as. to threat - : 


s en, dying as ſhe, to all appearance, 
de was, to turn her into the ſtreet; a 


e chreat ſhe moſt probably Would have 
e executed, had not providence ſent 
et your Ladyſhip and Miſs Evelyn to 


=c her aſſiſtance. I ought,” added Mr. 
. Hammond, hen ſpeaking of Mrs. 


wry Webb; to have informed you that | 


her conduct was equally thoughtleſs 
* in all reſpects, and that ſhe had ſo far 
% dutlived her fortune, that at her 
1 death there was ſcarcely enough re- 
e maining to pay her juſt debts, and 
„ bury her with decency S conſequent- 
K ly, as to pecuniary affairs, I bad no 


' 2146 inlort'ts give her unhappy. daugh- | 


ter, but by aſſuring; her, as I knew 1 
* might ſafely do, that you would not 
4 forſake her if bee: OR: was Ba- 
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FY We wert wuc 5 affected by chis me 1 0 by 15 
meg tale; and after ſome ſevere; bur e N 
tt Wen ol the conduct of the im- 8 [ihe 115 = 
prudent Mrs. Webb, Lady Willoughby. ; +7008 
told Mr. Hammond, it was our Mutuel 
deſigu, if the unfortunate girl mia 1 
to Pee her in the Magdalen . „ 
| ali afterwards, if me deſerved. 6 40 | 1 £1171 


contribute Jointly te her ſupport, or to „ 
fx her in ſome way where the/ micht 
— 8 gen an honeſt livelibood.— Fe „ ee 
Dec kigbüy of this ſcheme, and defired, || 
'that'as we were fo ſoon to leave town, 
Wer vould' take no farther trouble abour 
itte former part of it, which be woulde 

ö ſee properly executed, and in the mean 
time, would pay every poſſible atten- 
Tikit to her health, Two days after this f 
We called again in Oxford Street, but Mi 
- imagining-our preſenee might add to OW. Mi 
Mis Webb's" conſcious diſtreſs, con- 5 of 1 
tented ourfelves with the intelligence we 5 | | 4 
received from Mrs. Simpſon. The good | 1 mn 
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woman told us me was much better in. 
health, but that ſhe never ſaw any thing 
which equalled her deſpondence and de- 

jection. We then gave her a ſufficient 
ſum to pay the landlady, and to provide 

her with every neceſſary till ſhe was : ll 
moved to the hoſpital; Lady W llough- 

by deſiring her, if any unthought-of 

expence ſhould ariſe after our leaving 
London, to apply to Mrs. Granville; 
and requeſted, that as ſhe Was well qua- | 
lißed for the taſk, ſhe would take every 
. opportunity of inſtructing he unhappy 
girl in thole duties of which. the was, in 
al probability. ſo wretchedly I ignorant. | 
The good woman promiſed to execute 
both of theſe important commiſſions to : 
the utmoſt of her power: * And 1 ſhall 
oe do it, Madam, with pleaſure,” 1. ſaid 


l the, 66 becauſe I believe there was never 


« a truer penitent ; the is- always wiſh- 


- « ing for ſome place where ſhe may, be 


66 taught how to 1 of the ſins ſhe 
\ 18 cc has 
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20 ws committed; "ani when, laſt night, 
Mr. Hammond told her of your in- 
ce tention of putting her into the Mag- 
* dalen, the hardly knew cg to ex- 


preſs her thankfulneſs. 1 cannot 
conelude my little narrative nn 
mentioning, I hope it will be of the 


bappieſt conſequences to more than one 


perſon concerned in it, as Lady Wil- 
loughby was fo pleaſed with the ſenſibĩ · 
lity ſhewn by. Catherine, that the bas 
placed her as a half. boarder at a tepu- 
table ſchool in the country, where ſhe 


taught every uſeful accompliſhment, | 
. and as ſoon as ſhe is properly qualified, 
' intends taking her into her own family, 


as an aſſiſtant to her woman: and that. 5 


ber mother may not ſuffer from the loſs, 
"ot her little uſeful attendant, as well as 
to take her out of the power of the N 
Mrs. Clayton, an apartment is provided 
for ber at the houſe of a 1 1 7 Hoe: kind 
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8 woman, wha, for 3 
tuity. has promiſed one of her daughters 


"ral devote her whole time to'her. —— — 
I know theſe particulars will not appear 


_ to you, . becauſe they are inftan- - 
cf gf that true delicacy which aner 


7 ie bes of our beloved: friend; and 
| teaches/ her to zegard the tiifling, as | 
Vell as eſſential comforts of all who were - 
ene being her e | 


9 138) 456 We the 8 * 


an unexpected viſit from Sophia Her- 


bert; the” came to town two days ago, 
in compliance with an invitation from 
one of her aunts; which, the aſfured 


me, and I believe with fincerity, the. 


accepted more from a wiſh of ſeeing me - 


than any other motive. We had a long 
and intereſting converſation, and, rely- 
ing on your kind permiſſion, I made her 
one of the happieſt of human beings, by 
ee nn to e us to the 
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"Bp AM at a 16k; my deareſt mother, how 
to ex cpreſ; my gratitude to you, for per- 


_ - mitting me to accompany Miſs Evelyn 
to this charming place, which, from 


what I have already ſeen of it, appears : 
not only enchanting in itſelf, but to be 
inhabited by the moſt amiable fet of be- 


ings that were ever aſſembled on one 


Y . 


ſpot. The reception I met with from its 
miſtreſs, was at once polite and cor- 


» dial in the higheſt degree; and in a few 


hours, I felt myſelf ſo much at home, and 
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fo picket: familiarized to the ws a i 
company, that 1 could ſcarcely believe „„ 
I bad been till then a ſtranger to the 
5 greateſt part of them. It i is not in my 
power to deſcribe the meeting between 
the long ſeparated friends, except 1. 5 
_ faying. it was expreſſive of every thing 
tender and affectionate. Miſs Eve- : CY 
lyn had never ſeen Mr. Flamen be- + Ml 
fore, nor Miſs Raynsford Lord Wil. „ 
liam; but no one could have imagined - 
that this was their firſt i interview, indeed, ; | 
they have long been mentally acquainted 5 
Much as I had heard. of Mr. Hamilton, 
I did not imagine it poſſible be could ; 
equal our fayourite Lord William ;, but. 5 
I confeſs I was miſtaken : excluſive of 
his features, which are far ſu perior to 
any idea I ever formed of manly beauty, 
the dignity of his air, the elegance of his 2 
manner, and the ten thouſand graces! chat 1 
animate his countenance, leave him 
without a competitor in point of perſonal ]! 
5 attraction. With 7 to the lovelx 
„ K 6 5 . friends, "19 
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muſt depend on the taſte of their reſpec- 
tive admirers. Miſs: Raynsford is moſt 
in the commanding, and Miſs Evelyn 

in che bewitching ſtyle of beauty; yet 


by ay the majeſty of the one i 1s as ſweetly blend- 


ed With elegance, ſoftneſs, and afſabi- 


1755 lity, as the delicacy of the other, with 


intelligence and ſenſibility; in a word, 
Nature has been ſo laviſh to this charm- 
ig quartetto, that I could almoſt imagine 
ſne had nothing but common adyantages 
to beſtow on the reſt of her children, if 
- Lady Willoughby's fine ' countenance, 
and Miſs Hamilton's beautiful form, did 
not convince me chat her gifts are as un- 

bounded as various. The party that pe- 
culiarly belong to the Park, are Lord 


and Lady Willoughby, Lady Anne, and 


. Miſs Lloyd, the elder Mr. Hamilton, his 
niece, and your Sophia, The. Earl of 
1 track e abe, Ver 
von Place; but the diſtance is fo trifling, 
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bl as a Mi dende ant be, 
ſhe may exceed ber. 
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_— hope will ripen into frie 
a ſweet lively Sirl, and 
: bor, as it is only; four „ | 
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ſeſſed i in his egy 8 Wb Fn we 1 
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and friend, was too painful to be a. 
overcome; nor would ſhe at laſt have 

conſented, if he had not promiſed to ſpend 


every other winter in En gland; and — i 
on their parts, engaged to viſit Scotland 


with her entreaties, Lady Anne intends 
giving up Mortimer Caſtle to her ſon- in- 
law, and dividing the principal part of 
her time between her two daughters. 
FL When 1 WIG next, I will endeavour 
do give you ſome idea of this charming 
place and its environs, and to deſcribe 
more particularly thoſe of the party 
155 whom 1 have only flightly: mentioned ; 
me a tem ale lately ef in che Park, 
that ſhe will at preſent only allow me to 


hat 1 am, ever deareſt Madam * 


Your gratefully utiful daughter, | 


% 


add, with affectionate regards to Maria, 


g's Hr SorRIA Her BERT. 
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„ 2 F 4 
Y EsTER DAL, my dear Maria, I had 0 0 
te inexpreſſible ſatisfaction of OG L 
three. of the moſt charming women in 
tte world, united to the amiable and ac. 


5 eee men who, · in every reſpect, 


beſt deſerve their tendereſt affections 
5 I be ſervice WW ©". 


church by Mr. Williams; and if the 
lemn vows it contains, were always en- 8 


< forced in the ſame aweful and affecting ; 


. * 9 N 


wy 


— 


DES” 


: #8 


N Was 1 ”% i J * 
\ a 9 | \ WY ” 
: 2 7 x 0 7 * " * 
2 hb £6 * 0 - ; * 4 : 
.. 42 1 2 C g 9 
. | . PSIG * 
f A 7 1 4 ; 
Wha + \ 5 
2 W. "$1 a 3 2 0 
4 - 2 * 4 
2 4 
. p "SY. 
＋ 


gk RAYNSFORD (PARK, * 


manners] think they could nos be ſo. | 
 Gightly, regarded, nor ſo often totally 
forgotten. The dreſſes of che ladies, 
Kc. the acclamations of the Villagers 
and terants, ever attached to Miſs 
Raynsford, and now reagy. almoſt, to 
- worſhip, for giving them a maſter, it 
. whole noble diſpdſitiot they are perfectly 
aeqqpainted, and. a variety of other par- 
© tieulars, I reſerve to enliven our ſocial... 
winter ey gings. If I now tell you 
every thing that happens, I. ſhall be 2 
perſon of no conſequence when I return. 
into N orthamptonſnhire; yet I cannot te- 
fuſe myſelf che pleaſure of relating ſome | 
converſation and circumſtances that oc. 
- curred in the courſe of the day ; —ů 9 
I am really preſſed for time, [know you , 
will pardon me, if I do this, R at- 
tending to connection or regularit 
our return from church, eee * 
giving au a nene þ bear. | 
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5 could poſſibly account 
me wis fhperior u every the 
_____ rhtioy; and chat her beloved f 


- 


3 5 was equaly he 


wee. and ee, 5 
-< Will you not, my deareſt Julia, * er 
be,; tell me the cauſe of that pet 


— 
H 


* 


1 


«© ness which has; at intervals; covers, 19 
1 ſpread your face the whole morning; 
e o˙ tt poffible you ean apjiclicnd 1 Fa 
© 25 mall ever be Jeſs grateful was art 
e chis inſtant, for che diſtinction -your » *. fl il 
„ have honoured me with, or that ie 

e will not be my ſtudy, through fe, 8 1 
Y to deſerve the ineftimable bleſſing of” »* 1 
_ «your heart and hand ? 
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ec tertain one doubt of my future happi- 
« neſs nor would I recall the vow 1 
e this day plighted at, the altar, to be 


4 help wiſhing my beloved parents had 


been permitted to witneſs the felicity 


S of their Juha ; yet,” added ſhe, in a 


. n0 > the * ſmiling on him * 508 
the m enchanting tenderneſs, chough 

thetears, at the ſame inſtant, ſtarted from 
TOE eyes, my dependance on your 
love is too yell founded for me to en- 


. Dine of the univerſe: but you will 
“ pardon me, if T confeſs that I cannot 


more animated tone. I will, as Harriet 


once told me on a former occaſion, 

| « believe their happy ſpirits are looking 
4 down with pleaſure on an union which, 

* had they remained on earth, would 


ce have been ſanftified by their warmeſt 


&« approbation; nor will I, from this 
e inſtant, indulge #regret, ſelfiſh i in 1t- 
« ſelf, and particularly i improper on a 
« wy that cult to be 0 to joy and 


12 8 . 5 ä 8 cc gra- 
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1 3 ** 


1 | | ce ebe ky The. we nee 

9 80 made to this ſpeech, was ſo reſpectful to 
de memory of her parents, ſo delicately * 
tender to herſelf, and accompanied by a 1 - 
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: | look of ſuch exquiſite affection, that her 
| _ countenance inſtantly loſt every trace of - 1 
ſadneſs, and was enlivened by à flow of \ 
ſatisfaction, which ſhe neither wiſhed nor | 
endeavoured to conceal. There is no- 1 
_ thing, generally bf peaking, more tireſome * 
chan the converſation of lovers; but the 
rate that accompanies every word and JI 
look of Mr. Hamilton, and the reſined 1 
: | llcacy chat equally diſtinguiſhes thoſe 1 
of his Julia, made them ſo en lt 
chat I was almoſt ſorry wher Lady Anne, 5 
ä 1 calling me to a different part of the room, 1 
begged me to aſſiſt her in laughing It 
her daughter out of an abſurd idea the. ö 
had Juſt taken up. I little thought,” ® } | 
112 ſhe, ſmiling, Fc that I ſhould ever q 
| 92 condemn Fanny for having too humble | | i 
ST * of herſelf; but ſhe infiſts | | i 


41 R 
* f 4 * 15 7 2 
| << bat 1 Lord * could only marry 
. her from caprice; ; and when, chat is. 
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| fry. over, as ſhe has not ſufficient attrae- 
95 tions to deſerve his affections, he 1 95 


« to treat me with unkindneſs or netzledt; 5 
(but, convinced as Tam he might have 
| « choſen: : a woman ſuperior. to: me in 


1 h be nd.” — «| Nay, now Mada 


ainly ny, into a mere faſhionable 


9 6 


replied he, « vou go 100 far; my Lots 
8 toQ good, and tod generous, ever 


et oyery refpect, I ought to have! 


ce, his conſtancy: for a year or two ac leaſt. 
| 0. He has not known me more than three 


= months; and what fecurity can I have 


: « that he wilt not in future repent his 


- 


« haſty engagement 4% Yourtbehas | 


60 viour, his character, and the 
« attachment you have for each other,“ : 
_ anſwered I, 10 will be a fufficient ſecu- 
<< rity for your happineſs: had you boen 
. ſtrangers to each other's principles and 
& wee my might have accuſed 
"oF JO 


* 


* 


WW WY 4 


1 vet of N too e wt; Ak 
1 it is, you are entirely acquitted: bo 5 
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( my Lord is juſt entering. 'the room; 


« and if 1 may judge by your counte- i 


% nance, his appearance has already 


+ diſſipated yoũr 'apprehenſions.” He 


* 


approached us at this inſtant, with a, pa- 


ie 


per in his hand, which gracefully. Pre- 


ſenting to Lady Anne, “ T have, Ma-. 
dam, faid he, © inſpired by grati- | 


e tude, written 4 little compoſition, „ 
0 which I beg your opinion. It can 
ii boaſt no poetical merit; but if you 
c are pleaſed with it, I ſhall be prouder 
e khan if I had received the approbation 
ce of the whole French academy.“ The 
ünſtant Lady Anne caſt her eyes on te 
paper, ſhe exclaimed, in à tranſp port, 
Now, my Lord, you have, indeed, 
made me the happieſt of women! I 
* am now freed from every apprehen- * 
$ 5 ae a g 1 event might 
ts n involve 
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4 involve one of my cdldtent in din. 


4 culties, and the other muſt be bleſſed, 
indeed, honoured with the affections 
of ſuch a heart as yours.” Lady D— © 

caught the paper from her mother, and + 


finding it contained a deed, entitling - 


her ſiſter to two thirds of her fortune, 
was abſolutely at a loſs how to exprefs - 


her pleaſure amd: gratitude ; but her 
ſparkling eyes and animated counte- 


nance ſuthciently evinced the feelings of 
her mind. At laſt, looking at me, with 
an expfeſſive ſmile, © This is, indeed, 


faid ſhe, a ſecurity that my Lord will 


ever be to me what he is at preſent ;” 


and, without adding another word, flew + 


to Mrs. Williams, who fat in a different 


part of the room. Whilſt ſhe was ſpeak- 


ing to her, my Lord defired I would 
6 explain her laſt ſpeech; and when ſhe 
returned with her ſiſter,. inſtead of ſuffer- 


ing the latter to expreſsher acknowledge- 
ments, he joined Lady Anne and me, 


been for ſome time deeply engaged with 


LE r TER LXIIl- 1 ons. 


in e rallying, her ill-grounded ap- e 
_ prehenſions. Fearing my preſence might 

be a reſtraint to this happy party, I'quit= _ 
ted them, and went to Harriet, who had . _ 


Lord Henry. found the unfortunate . „ 
65 Adelaide had been the ſubje& of their 1 
converſation; and I was too well acquaint. 
ed with them both, to be conſidered as an . * | 

. interruption. His Lordfhip continued {i 
” ſpeaking in the following manner * You | .-* 
4 cannot imagine how much my mind is 
relieved by theſe aſſurances; the hap- i 
16k pineſs of your lovely friend Finest 208 | 
be eſſential to my own, though the 
e paſſion J once felt: for her is now-ſub- F 1 
_ ©. ſided into a tender eſteem; nor canl!h I 
„ forgive myſelf. for ever ſuffering it to i 
. bs, carry me ſuch unwarrantable lengths. I 

1% SOT might plead, that her attractions, 1 4 
& and Miſs Conway's art, led me on by i 
* imperceptible degrees; but this would 
«6 be a poor excuſe. I knew I was acting 
AE e wrong; | 
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| : . wrong; 75 this TEN eg a to 
* ve deterred me from a purſuit, Which 
de might have been attended with the 


e moſt fatal conſequences : but even if 
« we had reached England in ſafery, the 
*© mind of Adelaide was too pure, and 


t her principles. too ſtrict, ever to have 
e allowed her to taſte real felicity: the 


e remembrarice of her broken vow would 
have embitered her whole life, and 
* haunted her with increaſing terrors, to 
ec the laſt moments of her exiſtence: Vet 
I muſt ſay, in my own vindication, chat 


sc all this did not occur to me at the time; 
c butthe letter of the good Abbeſsſhewed 


* me the crime] had been guilty of; and 
*I returned to England, loaded with the 
ee double weight of remorſe and diſap- 
er pointment. For ſome time, I gave 
ec way to the moſt gloomy deſpondente; 


nee but reaſon, reflection, and the certain- 


c ty how much my brothers were diſ- 
. ' trofſed 2778 thelabcholy; for Which they 
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ce could not account, a length determi: 
c ned me to uſe every endeavour to con- 
& quer my unhappy paſſion. This re- 


4 ſolution was formed before I attached 


« myſelf to Miſs Mackenzie, though J 
« muſt confeſs, her beauty and merit 


60 greatly aſſiſted my putting it in execu- | 
e tion; and I ſhould now be one of the 
60 happieſt of men, did not the remem- 


5 © brance how ungenerouſly I ſacrificed 
« the peace of an amiable woman to my 
« own ſelfiſh views, often diſturb my 
40 tranquillity. Harriet, to turn his 


thoughts from theſe ſelf-reproaches, now 


enquired after Miſs Conway. She has 


& been,” anſwered he, with ſome indig- 


nation, and I believe ever will be, ac- 
e tuated by that ſpirit of intrigue which 
induced her fo earneſtly to endeavour 


“ to attach Adelaide and me to each 
«© other. Soon after her leaving the con- 


“ vent, ſhe eloped to Scotland with a 


young Enſign; but the ſphere he moved 
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Changed it to others of a leſs.; 


RAYN SF ORD; PARK. 
« in-was too narrow for her vie v, and in 


4e leſs than two years ſhe quitted him, and 
a fine little boy, ber only child, and 


“put herſelf under the protection of a 

zobleman, with whom ſhe re · 
cc. turned to Paris, ee ſhe now lives 
<< in great ſplendor.” We were ſoon af. 
ter joined by Lord William, who gueſſing 
the ſubject his brother had been ſpeaking 


upon, by the agitation of his countenance, 


nature; and, in his lively way, 9 
us with a thouſand pleaſant anecdotes, till 


ve were ſummoned to dinner. The con- 


verſation: now became general; and Lady 
Willoughby, to relieve Mrs. Hamilton 
from the fatigue of attending to ſo large 


a circle, exerted all thoſe powers of enter- 


rainment-ſhe poſſeſſes in ſo uncommon a 
degree, and gave the converſation ſuch 
an animated flow of refined pleaſantry, 
and elegant wit, that the whole company 
looked up to her with additional admira- 
R | Don. 


S 
4 


* 


e 


1er » 800 
| che A boch 0 uu i 
tovements in the park"and's oy 1 
dien; andthe evening concluded with a T/..- ͤ :;Ä 
delightful concert. The vocal der 5 oe 
nilton, Mrs, Ardley, 1 1 
5. and Mr. Ekdinile on; andthe ni. „ 
mental, Mrs: Williams, 9 Pays enn. 
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moured ſmile, if we would allow him to 
diſpoſe of the contents of che W he 
would ſatisfy our curioſity. If you, 
„Madam, ſaid he, ee to Lady 
Winoughby, “ will condeſcend to accept 
e company will, Iam ſure, follow your 


example.“ She obligingly conſented; 


and in a few minutes we were loaded with 
the moſt beautiful ſhawls, muſlins, and 
| Why: valuable productions of the Eaſt, 1 
ever beheld: we were all pleaſed; to 
Se $ the truth, I was delighted ; and 
even the melancholy Mrs. Davenport, 
Uttle as ſhe regards dreſs, was charmed 
with this polite mark of his general at · 
tention. He would not accept our ac- 
knowledgements; : declaring, he ſhould 
ever conſider himſelf as the obliged per- 


- Jon»... Perhaps, ladies,” continued he, 


1 you are ſurpriſed that there is not one 
«, chintz in either of the boxes; but 
60 hilft my perſon and property are de- 
| 6 * mY tended 


- 


choſe of my dear me 
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a fended by the laws of my country, : 4 
e think it my duty not to infringe idem 
Tin a fingle point: this is one of my 
0 peculiar notions : and I have another, 
| 10 that has often expoſed me to the rail- 
« lery of my -acquaintance ; and which 
even you, perhaps, may conſider as 
| 5 * ſingular i in an Indian adventurer ; but 
55 « upon my honour, I would as ſoon be 
« guilty of perjury myſelf, as bribe a 
fellow creature, a Cuſtom-houſe offi- 


e cer, for inſtance, to break his oath, by 


„ conniving at any contraband met 
„ of traffic.“ We all applauded his ſen 
timents; and they” are ſo conſonant to 
er, that I am ſure 
ſhe will be pleased wich this trait in a 
character, which, I really believe, i is one 
of the moſt uniform and eſtimable in the 
world. On Sunday, we are to make our 
appearance at church; and the reſt of 
the week will be devoted to receiving and 
8 e THE : on the following one, 
Ten 2 ; c 


Mrs. 


ly 


atſterwards to be dedicated to the 
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Hamilton intends, giving, an elegant 
fete champètre; the garden and woods 
belonging to this beautiful place will 

5 be illuminated in a very ſuperb ſtyle; 
and the whole entertainr nt will, —4 
doubt not, be conducted wich the moſt 
exquiſite taſte. Two diſtinct days are 


tenants, and poor people of the neigh- | 
bourhood: cheſs latter ſhave already. ex- 
| perienced the bounty of their generous 
benefactors. After: all theſe engage - 
ments are over, we ſhall, for a month 
* five weeks, return to our uſual, varied, 
rational, and delightful mode of ſpend- 
ing time; as Mr. and, Mrs. Hamilton 
have declared that; excepting Lord 
Henry, whoſe impatience to ſee his lady 
will carry him from us in two or three 
days, not one of the party ſhall quit the 
Park, till the beginning of September. 
Lam certain my mother will allow me 
to. ſtay. till that time; particularly, as 
the fame amiable mien who EW me. 
1 from 


R N 


. LETTER 
| Boch town, will n permit me to WY | 
turn with them. Lord William wiſhes 
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to be in London at that time, that Har. 


riet may have an opportunity of conſult- 
ing her own taſte, in ſome alterations 
at are to be made in a houſe he has ta- 
ken in Cavendiſh Square; yet, in com- 
pliance wich your reſpective invitations, | 
they have promiſed to accompany me 
into Northamptonſhire, and divide a 

month between the Grove and North 
Hill, on condition chat my mother and 
. you will, after Chriſtmas, pay them a 
viſit in town. The greateſt part of the 
Preſent company will be then re · affem- 
bled in London, to be preſent at the 
©  . nuptials, of Colonel Douglas and Miſs 
- ; Hamilton ; and ſhe has fo, eargeſtly beg- _ 

5 ged that I will attend her in quality of 
bride-maid, chat I could not refuſe her 
requeſt. Lord William has purchaſed 
an eſtate in Somerſetſhire, about an equal 
_ diſtance from Raynsford Park and Wil- 
Joughby Place; fo that e charming 
L 4 friends 


— 


friends will be. in a manner in the neigh» = 


bourhood of, each other. As Mr. and 


Mrs. Hamilton are not fond of London, 


. 5 they will not at preſent take a houſe 
| there, but have bought one in the Creſ- 8 


cent at Bath, where they intend (| pending 
ſome part of every winter and ſpring : 


one reaſon which induced them to this, 


is the reſolution the elder Mr. H amilton 
has formed of ſpending his days i in chat 
place, which, he declares, he prefers to 
any he ever ſaw: they will, however, 


often viſit town, and 1 hope to prevail 
on them ſometimes to extend their viſits 


far as Northamptonſhire. "i 
As Lady William intends wiki 4 to 


es byes poſt, 1 ſhall. not at preſent 


ſay any thing particularly of her; and 
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as I now wiſh to join the party in the 


drawing- room, will only add, chat 1 A 


am ever mapa ans yours, e 


Sor Hanrar. 
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N. RX Tueſday i 18 fixed for our return 1 
to London; and in leſs than - week i 
from that time, 1 hope to have the h 1 
pineſs of embracing the beſt and ten- 
dereſt of moth Your” phia, my 1 
dear Madam, would be in danger of ; 


growing vain from your applauſe, dic 
| ſhe not reflect, the amuſement yo re. 
ceive from 1 letters is owing not to 9 


the writer but the ſu 


. * 


I have 


reaſon to boaſt of either my deſcriptive | 
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or epiſtolary talents; but I muſt Rive 
been inſenſible, indeed, not to catch 
ſome ſparks of animation, when fur- 
tounded by ſuch a brilliant cirele; and 

I can truly fay, the pleaſure I have ex- 
perienced at Raynsford Park, has been 
greatly hei ghtened, by your allowing me 
to make you in a manner a partici pator 
of every charming ſcene and intereſting 
converſation. The more I fee of the 
Willoughbys, Montagues, and Hamit- 
tons, the more Jam convinced they are 
of that order which conſtitutes the firſt 
link in the great chain of human beings, 
A chearful but uniform piety, unbound- 
ed benevolence, and true überality, are 
the ruling principles of their lives; and 
_ theſe exalted virtues wilt for ever fecure 
: their preſent felicity : but ſhould they be 
"expoſed to the greateſt | of all calamities, , 
ſhould even the hand of 1 0 ſeparate 
them from thoſe. they moſt love, they 
would till be W to derive POO 


* 


creatures, and from locking 
with the delightful 


of their frien 


ence. My reſidence at 
poſſible, increaſed my gratitude to you, 
for early inſpiring me with 
religion and virtue, ſince 1 am 
than ever ee of the 


x 
* 
0 
; * 
£ 9 
0 * - p X 
„ — * ** 5 
” p ? * 
P 1 * 
* 


Irming the mind 
vidual, chis ſerious duty would 


A 


nciples of 


* 


F 
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effential points, be ſo generally negleck. 
d. I was led into theſe reflections, by 
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our en 3 eke = bes” 


behaviour, generouſly declared, every 


part of her conduct which deſerved 
praiſe, was principally owing to the ad- 
vice and example of Lady William. 
«« My temper,” ſaid ſhe, was naturally 
t 3mpetuous, violent, and umpatient of 
6 contradiction; and though my beloved 
ec mother in ſome meaſure eradicated 
6 theſe faults, I loſt her ſo early, and her 
te ill ſtate of health rendered her often ſo 
« incapable of paying me the attention 
* ſhe wiſhed; that I ſhould certainly have 
& relapſed into them, had I not formed 
& an intimacy with one, who was equally 
c calculated to be my friend and moni - 
« treſs ; and to her gentle remonſtrances 
4 I conſider myſelf indebted for my pre- 
5 ſent happineſs; and excluſive of the 
<< errors which my diſpoſition might have 


4 led me into, had I not ſubdued it, I 


FE VE could have obtained an intereſt 
r „in 


2 


£ 


? « Hs Julia,” „ Wil 


liam, « ever unjuſt to yourſelf, and too 
61 partial to me; but if I was qualified 
to aſſiſt you in moderating that ar- 
t dor, which, regulated as it now is, 


gives additional brilliancy to your 
4 character, it was not owing to any 


4 ſuperiority in my heart or underſtand- 


ec whoſe whole life was devoted to the 


; ** education of his Harriet; and as he 
4 always made virtue appear in the 


6 chearfulleſt and moſt amiable light, 
0 7 and blended inſtruction with tenderneſ: 3 


« and indulgence, I muſt have been in- 


< ſenſible, indeed, not to have improved 
c under ſuch a tutor. Among a 


« thouſand other: n e precepts, 


« there were three which he enforced 
5 upon my mind with particular atten- 
40 tion, and which, with the company's 
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„ permiſſion, I will repeat. The firſt, 
a implicit acquieſcence in the will of 
0 Providence, from a conviction that all 
its diſpenſations are ultimately intend- 

« ed for our good. The ſecond, that 
«© without embarraſſing ourſelves, „ by re- 
ec verting to the paſt, or looking for- 
- ward to the future, we ought, i in every 
«. prefent inſtance, to act in ſtrict con- 
« formity to the dictates of conſcience 
ie and reaſon. And che third, nevet 
cc t confider Night omiſſions, and tri 
« fling errors, as beneath our care and 
0 attention. By not obſerving this 
« rule,” he would fay, © I have known 
ce many, who once ſtarted at the appear- 
« ance of guilt, go on from the neglect 
< of leſſer duties tothe omiſſion of greater, 

« and from one folly to anotlier, till both 


OO principles and practice were en- 


wy tirely vitiated. We all expreſſed the 
higheſt approbation of theſe maxims ; 
1 18 D—, with her uſual warmth, 

declared, 
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declared, ſhe would have hands embroit _ 
dered in golden letters, and hung up in 
her dreſſing - room at Hamilton Caſtle; 


« and as a proof, continued the; « they 


* have already made fome impreſſion on 
4 me, I am reſolved, from this moment, 
to conquer the regret with which, ever 


living in Scotland, and which, if in- 


, dulged, might have grown into habi- 


my dear,“ replied Lady ener, 
<6. muſt not boaſt of your philoſophy, if it 


js never put to a ſeverer trial; and fa-' 


 ,youred as you are in a particular man- 


ue by Providence, it would be unpar- 


% donable, indeed, were you to ſuffer one 
«© un nnn circumſtance to diſturb n 
% mind.“ “ Lacknowledge it,“ fl 
ſwered; yet gratefully ſenſible as am 
66 eee, and tender y as 
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«* and my other friends; and till I knew 


Colonel Douglas's intention of quitting 
„ thè army, and ſettling on his eſtate, 

and that conſequently the ſociety. of 
& my dear Ellinor would be ſtill allowed 


« me, I could not think of it without a 


_ « chagrin, which I fear has been too of. 


ten viſible in my countenance.” Miſs 


Hamilton embraced her ; then addrefling 
herſelf to Lady Anne, if your Lady- 
0G, ſhip, ſaid ſhe, © condemns my ſiſter, 
t what will you ſay to me, when I confeſs 


< that notwithſtanding Scotland is my 


* native country, and I have many va- 
ec luable connections in it, I have, ſince 


* my introduction to this circle, felt a 


c ſimilar uneaſineſs, and a thouſand times 


«© wiſhed chat both my brother and Co- 


5 ce jonel Douglas would quit their pater- 
4 nal eſtates, and ſettle in England. 
But, continued ſhe, again turning to 


e Kink 6 in the RI of often 
9 +. 68} paying 


w 


en 10 og || 


"i Fc the <4 eee bleſſed; in ihe e. 


6 of each other, and the affection of two 


valuable men, we will endeavour to 
« forget this one ſource of uneaſineſs.” 
The gentlemen now coming in, put an 


end to the converſation; and I was ex. 
tremely pleaſed by a little incident which 
immediately followed it, as it proved La- 


dy D— vas determined to eraſe from the 
mind of her Lord, if he had ever enter- 


tained any of the kind, every idea of her 
not being perfectly pleaſed with her ſitu- 
ation. When the reſt of drr 3 
loughby, and oyſell, remained kön ba 
time in the muſic· room. Lord D took 


this opportunity of requeſting his lady, 
who is not fond of playing before much 
company, to practiſe ſome old ſongs he 
had bought that morning at Exeter. She 
inſtantly complied, and ran over ſeveral 
with great taſte and elegance, till coming 
10 ne: which began, «© Vain is beauty's 
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gaudy fiower, ſhe . line 


3 ” Mg At ebene pr 0 e 


« wintyp my Lord? ſaid me, * ofthis 


e ſame way of thinking, or you would 
tc never have choſen me.” Then going 


to the glaſs, and looking in it for a mi- 


nute, © Icannot imagine,” continued ſhe, 
% how, with theſe features and this com- 
<<. plection, I came to be a Counteſs ; 
“ and what is more ſurpriſing, that I | 

6 Was raiſed to happineſs and rank, by 


4e a man, whoſe merit is a greater diſ- 


e tinction than even his title.” Before 


f ay: Lord could reply, I fancy,” ſaid 
Lady Willoughby, „in this point at 
. eſe ang are ar ane every aw. 


(e to be of the ſame opinion, whenever 


the recollects the tenth of July, 1 ſhall 


be the happieſt of women, nor have 


cone wiſh ungratified .. If your hap- 
— depends upon that,” replied he, 


. taking | 
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